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NATIONAL  WORK  OF  THE  INSTITUTE  : 


Production  of  Books  in  Braille  and  Moon  Types 
Production  of  Music  in  Braille  Type 
Publication  of  Music  by  Blind  Composers 
Provision  of  Apparatus  for  the  use  of  the  Blind 

Free  Gifts  of  Books  and  Music,  Models  and  Apparatus 
to  Schools,  Libraries,  Societies  and  Individuals 

Monetary  Grants  and  Allocations  to  Institutions  and  Societies 
for  the  Blind 

Monetary  Grants  to  Individuals  and  Relief  of  Blind  Poor 
Training  of  Adult  Blind  Persons 

Massage  School,  Library  and  After-Care  Department 
Home  Teaching  and  Visiting 

Assistance  for  Home  Workers  and  Promotion  of  Home 
Industries 

Homes  for  Blind  Babies 

Homes  and  Hostels  for  Blind  People 

Higher  Education  of  the  Blind 

Chorley  Wood  College  for  Girls  with  Little  or  No  Sight 

After-Care  of  Blind  Civilians 

Employment  of  the  Blind 

Inventions  and  Research 

Information  Bureau 

Training  and  After-Care  of  men  who  are  blind,  or  may  become 
blind  on  returning  to  civilian  life  after  discharge  from 
H.M.  Forces,  and  blind  dependents  of  serving  and  ex- 
service  men 

The  Institute  has  also  taken  a considerable  share  in  providing 
for  the  welfare  of  soldiers  and  sailors  who  were  blinded 
in  the  war. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL 

of  the 

NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND 

for  the  financial  year  ended  31st  March,  1924 


The  year  ended  March  31st,  1924,  has  been  an  eventful  one  in  the 
history  of  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 

The  situation  with  which  we  were  faced  in  April,  1923,  was  very 
grave.  Owing  to  a serious  financial  deficit  on  the  previous  year’s  work, 
we  had  to  consider  the  possibility  of  limiting  the  Institute’s  activities 
by  cutting  down  or  even  closing  certain  departments,  and  to  avoid  a 
course  of  action  which  would  hav'e  been  strictly  necessary  but  deplorable, 
we  made  an  earnest  appeal  to  our  many  friends  for  additional  financial 
support. 

Our  first  duty,  therefore,  in  presenting  the  report  for  the  year  ended 
March  31st,  1924,  is  to  express  our  heartfelt  thanks  to  those  who  so 
generously  responded  to  that  appeal,  and  to  state  that  their  opportune 
kindness  to  the  Institute  during  a most  trying  period,  has  enabled  us 
to  surmount  many  of  the  difficulties  which  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
caused  us  so  much  anxiety.  The  National  Institute  is  still  the  largest 
institution  for  the  blind  in  the  world,  and,  as  the  details  given  in  the 
following  pages  prove,  its  activities  are  progressing  in  all  directions. 
By  no  means  do  we  wish  to  give  the  impression  that  our  difficulties  are 
ended — while  there  is  a blind  community  in  the  country  they  can  never 
end.  But  we  have  every  reason  to  hope  that  a corner  has  been  turned, 
and  that  the  work  of  the  Institute  is  now  steadily  on  the  upward  path. 
We  do  not  desire  to  be  too  optimistic,  but  pessimism  would  be  out  of 
place  in  view  of  the  generous  and  whole-hearted  support  we  have  received 
from  the  general  public  during  the  past  year.  A prime  factor  in  securing 
and  maintaining  such  support  is,  we  believe,  the  constructive  policy  and 
national  character  of  the  Institute’s  work.  That  work  embraces  the 
care  and  welfare  of  the  blind  of  all  ages  and  in  every  class  of  society, 
from  the  little  mite  born  into  a world  of  darkness  to  those  who  in  old 
age  are  deprived  of  man’s  most  priceless  possession,  from  the  artizan 
earning  a precarious  livelihood  to  the  undergraduate  at  the  University. 
We  have  found  that  our  ability  to  deal  with  the  manifold  questions 
affecting  the  interests  of  the  blind  increase  in  direct  proportion  to  our 
experience  of  every  type  of  blind  person  and  every  condition  attendant  on 
blindness.  Consequently,  we  endeavour  to  give  the  most  careful  attention 
to  all  cases  which  are  brought  before  us,  and  to  regulate  our  decisions 

7 


D 


by  considering  their  relationship  to  the  welfare  of  the  blind  generally. 
By  so  doing,  we  believe  we  are  gradually  helping  to  raise  the  status  of 
the  whole  blind  community. 

In  this  effort  we  cannot  work  alone,  but  it  is  our  steadfast  hope  and 
sincere  belief  that  the  generous  assistance  of  all  those  who  can  conceive 
the  possibilities  now  opening  before  the  blind  will  be  forthcoming  and 
steadily  maintained  in  the  coming  years. 

Books  and  Periodicals  for  the  Blind. 

The  publication  of  books  and  periodicals  in  embossed  type  has 
always  been  one  of  the  most  important  branches  of  the  Institute’s  work. 
Throughout  the  centuries,  before  the  invention  of  embossed  type,  the 
condition  of  the  blind  in  all  parts  of  the  world  was  stationary.  The  key 
with  which  the  pioneers  of  embossed  types  unlocked  for  the  blind  the 
doors  of  literature  and  learning  likewise  opened  the  gates  of  Hope,  and 
it  is  not  an  exaggeration  to  say  that  through  the  acquisition  of  the  ability 
to  read  the  blind  have  entered  into  a new  world  of  endeavour  and  accom- 
plishment. In  fact,  all  careful  and  impartial  observers  of  the  status  of 
the  blind  in  different  countries  agree  that  their  condition,  mental  and 
social,  is  always  higher  in  proportion  to  the  accessibility  of  embossed 
literature  and  music,  and  to  the  use  made  of  Braille  by  the  blind  them- 
selves through  magazines,  and  in  correspondence,  for  mutual  encourage- 
ment. 

A few  figures  will  show  what  vast  strides  have  been  made  during 
recent  years  in  providing  the  blind  with  books  and  periodical  literature 
of  all  kinds.  The  total  number  of  Braille  publications  issued  by  the 
Institute  since  1916  is  as  follows  : — 


113,540 

180,588 

532,913 

909,278 


Braille  Volumes 


Pamphlets 
Magazines 
Newspapers  . . 


making  a grand  total  of  1,736,319  publications. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  blind  were  a century  ago  practically 
without  reading  matter  of  any  kind,  these  figures  are  eminently  satis- 
factory, but  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  cost  of  producing  Braille 
books  prohibits  us  from  providing  the  bhnd  with  more  than  a very  small 
percentage  of  the  world’s  literature.  Consequently,  great  care  has  to 
be  taken  in  selecting  the  books  which  are  to  be  embossed,  and  in  order 
to  make  the  work  of  selection  as  perfect  as  possible  a Consultative 
Committee  of  experts  in  various  branches  of  literature  has  been  formed. 
Following  is  a list  of  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  who  have  very  kindly 
consented  to  act  on  this  Committee  : Mr.  G.  C.  Brown,  M.A.  (Headmaster 
Worcester  College  for  the  Blind)  ; Mr.  C.  F.  Clay,  M.A.  ; Miss  M.  M.  R. 
Caraway  (Headmistress,  L.C.C.  School  for  the  Blind,  Wandsworth 
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Common,  S.W.)  ; Sir  Ernest  Hodder-Williams,  C.V.O.  ; Mr.  Roger 
Ingpen  ; Miss  P.  Monk,  M.A.  (Headmistress,  Chorley  Wood  College  for 
Blind  Girls)  ; Professor  Gilbert  Murray,  M.A.,  LL.D.  ; Miss  O.  1.  Prince 
(National  Library  for  the  Blind)  ; Mr.  John  Murray,  M.P.  ; Sir  Arthur 
Thomas  Quiller-Couch,  M.A.,  Litt.D.,  F.R.S.L.  ; Mr.  J.  C.  Squire  ; and 
Sir  J.  J.  Thomson,  LL.D. 

We  take  this  opportunity  of  stating  that  one  of  the  most  encouraging 
features  in  connection  with  our  endeavours  on  behalf  of  the  blind  is  the 
e.xtraordinary  amount  of  earnest  goodwill  and  practical  assistance 
afforded  to  us  by  people  in  all  walks  of  life. 

The  guiding  principle  of  the  National  Institute,  as  the  leading  pub- 
lishing house  for  the  blind  in  the  world,  has  been  the  collection  and 
diffusion  of  knowledge  that  will  help  the  blind  to  lead  normal  lives,  and 
encourage  them  to  take  interest  in  and  to  practise  all  possible  professions, 
arts,  sciences  and  recreations.  Accordingly,  an  effort  is  marie  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  every  section  of  the  blind  community. 

Limitations  of  space  prevent  us  from  giving  here  a list  in  detail  of 
the  branches  of  literature  included  in  the  Institute’s  catalogue.  History, 
biography,  poetry,  art,  science,  theology,  philosophy  are  all  represented, 
and  the  best  works  of  classic  and  modern  novelists  are  available.  Editions 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures  are  published  in  Braille  and  Moon  types,  and  the 
stereotyping  of  the  plates  for  the  new  portable  edition  of  the  Bible  is 
now  in  progress.  Considerable  attention  is  given  to  the  provision  of 
text  books  for  schools,  and  the  range  of  periodical  literature  published 
is  wide. 

The  periodicals  edited,  printed  and  published  by  the  Institute  are 


as  follows  : — 

Braille  Mail  ... 

A weekly  newspaper,  giving  the  news  of  the  world 
day  by  day,  and  keeping  the  blind  in  touch  with 
public  affairs. 

Progress 

. . . The  oldest  embossed  magazine,  containing  interesting 
articles  on  affairs  of  the  day,  especially  those  of 
direct  interest  to  the  blind,  and  including  com- 
petitions, an  enquiry  page,  correspondence,  chess 
page,  a fiction  supplement  and  a supplement 
devoted  to  matters  of  interest  to  women. 

Literary  Journal 

...  A monthly  review  of  current  topics  and  literature. 

School  Magazine 

...  A bright  and  informative  periodical  for  boys  and 
girls,  with  a supplement,  " Comrades,”  printed 
in  uncontracted  Braille  for  smaller  children. 
This  magazine  has  become  exceedingly  popular 
during  the  past  year,  and  our  thanks  are  due  to 
Mr,  Edward  Evans,  the  Honorary  Editor,  for 
the  splendid  work  he  is  doing. 

Musical  Magazine 


Channels  of  Blessing  ... 


A periodical  for  the  blind  musician  and  those  in- 
terested in  music,  with  a supplement  consistmg 
of  selected  pieces  of  music. 

An  undenominational  magazine  dealing  with  religious 
and  devotional  subjects. 


In  addition  to  these  periodicals,  which  are  all  printed  in  Braille 
type,  the  Institute  publishes  two  periodicals  in  Moon  type,  namely  . 

The  Moon  Magazine  ...  A monthly  containing  light  reading  matter  for 
elderly  people. 


The  Moon  A weekly  newspaper. 

In  connection  with  the  latter,  it  will  be  remembered  that  it  was 
stated  in  our  report  for  1922-23,  that  such  a publication  was  under 
consideration.  We  are  now  glad  to  report  that  the  first  issue  of  the 
" Moon”  newspaper  was  published  at  the  beginning  of  this  year,  and 
has  been  most  warmly  welcomed,  not  only  in  England,  but  throughout 
the  English-speaking  world.  It  will  be  recollected  that  Moon  type,  a 
simple  variation  of  embossed  Roman  characters,  is  peculiarly  suited  to 
the  aged  blind.  Heretofore  people  who  lost  their  sight  in  old  age  and 
who  found  it  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  acquire  the  somewhat  com- 
plicated Braille  system,  were  either  cut  off  entirely  from  knowledge  of 
affairs  of  the  day  or  dependent  upon  a reader.  Now,  by  means  of  the 
“ Moon  ” newspaper,  they  are  able  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  world  s 
news.  The  space  requirements  of  the  Moon  type  are  unfortunately 
considerable,  and  it  is  only  possible  to  give  a very  concise  summary  of 
news  in  the  pages  available,  but  great  care  is  taken  in  the  selection  of 
news  and  in  its  presentation,  and  the  grouping  is  such  that  a reader  can 
keep  in  close  touch,  week  by  week,  with  events  in  all  parts  of  the  globe. 
Considerable  mention  was  made  of  this  new  publication  in  the  Press,  and 
many  letters  of  appreciation  have  been  received  from  readers.  Although 
the  paper  has  been  in- circulation  for  a few  months  only,  hundreds  of  copies 
are  being  distributed  each  week  to  subscribers  throughout  the  English- 
speaking  world.  The  following  extract  from  the  annual  report  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Home  Teaching  Society,  Philadelphia,  U.S.A.,  is  in- 
teresting • — 

'■  It  is  \vith  the  greatest  pleasure  that  we  announce  the  arrival  from  the 
Moon  Society  in  England  of  the  first  copy  of  the  first  volume  of  the  ‘ Moon,’ 
a weekly  newspaper,  giving  in  a concise  form  the  news  of  the  world.  Our 
readers  find  great  enjoyment  in  the  ‘ Moon  Magazine,'  but  the  publication  of 
a newspaper  is  sometlring  they  have  long  waited  for,  and  they  are  delighted 
that  they  can  now  read  by  themselves  the  leading  news  of  the  day  in  Moon 
type.  Everything  that  brings  the  blind  into  closer  contact  with  the  seeing 
world  is  of  vital  importance  to  them,  and  the  American  blind  readers  send  their 
greetings  and  grateful  thanks  to  the  Moon  Society  across  the  Atlantic.” 

A selection  of  press  appreciations  and  further  particulars  of  the 
new  venture  will  be  found  in  the  separate  report  of  the  Moon  Society, 
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THE  COMM  UNION 


The  SIX  Magajmes  shewn  above  are  published  by  the  National 
Institute  For  the  Bhnd.and  are  printed  in  Braille  embossed  type. 
3 specimen  of which  is  given  These  magajines  are  very  popular 
and  circulate  all  over  the  British  Empire. 


. \ IRrOORESS: 

\ A BRAll.iV  VUOA'/XNt 


i 


on  page  41,  which  also  contains  full  details  of  the  production  of  literature 
in  Moon  type. 

The  following  brief  extracts  are  from  a large  number  of  appreciative 
letters  received  from  readers  of  our  magazines  : — 

“ I should  be  particularly  grateful  if  you  will  express  my  warmest  apprecia- 
tion of  all  the  Braille  magazines,  which  really  have  now  reached  a remarkable 
standard  of  efficiency  and  interest.” 

■'  I would  hke  to  say  that  I find  both  ‘ Progress  ’ and  the  ‘ Braille  Mail  ’ 
most  useful  and  instructive.” 

" This  is  to  express  our  hearty  congratulations  on  the  birth  of  the  new 
‘ Moon  ‘ which  has  risen,  and  now  shines  in  some  very  dark  corners.  It  is 
wonderful  how  you  manage  to  touch  upon  so  many  subjects  in  so  limited  a 
space,  and  I shall  do  all  I can  to  increase  its  circulation.” 

The  number  of  books  and  periodicals  in  Braille  and  Moon  respec- 
tively, published  during  the  year  ended  March  31st,  1924,  is  as  follows  : — ■ 


Braille  Publications 

Bound  volumes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6,061 

Book  pamphlets,  instruction  cards  and  alphabets  ...  8,737 

Magazines  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  96,986 

Newspapers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  111,929 

Braille  Book  Plates  produced 

Literature,  including  magazines  and  newspapers  . . . 15,497 

Moon  Publications 

Bound  volumes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,701 

Book  pamphlets,  magazines  and  newspapers  ...  40,967 

Moon  Book  Plates  produced 

Literature,  including  magazines  and  newspapers  ...  3,535 

During  the  year  under  review  the  following  books,  pieces  of  music, 
etc.,  to  the  value  of ; — 

BraiUe  £777  1 7 

Moon  £867  16  0 

were  supplied  free  of  all  cost  to  libraries  for  the  blind  for  free  circulation 
amongst  their  readers  ; — 

Braille  volumes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  770 

„ pamphlets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

,,  magazines  and  newspapers  ...  ...  ...  456 

Music  volumes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

,,  pamphlets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,277 

Moon  volumes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,110 

„ pamphlets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

,,  magazines  and  newspapers  ...  ...  ...  72 


Since  1918-19  the  total  number  of  volumes,  pieces  of  music, 
pamphlets,  magazines,  etc.,  presented  to  free  circulating  libraries  for 
the  blind  amounts  to  47,860. 


11 


In  order  lo  bring  its  embossed  publications  within  the  reach  of  the 
majority  of  blind  readers,  the  National  Institute  sells  all  its  publications 
to  the  blind  purchaser  in  this  country  at  a reduction  of  75  per  cent, 
on  cost  price  ; that  is  to  say,  an  ordinary  embossed  volume  which  costs 
16s.  approximately  to  produce  is  sold  for  4s.  only  to  the  blind  purchaser 
in  the  British  Isles.  A reduction  of  50  per  cent,  is  made  to  the  blind 
in  other  parts  of  the  British  Empire,  while  cost  price  only  is  charged 
to  the  blind  in  foreign  countries.  These  reductions  naturally  entail  a 
considerable  financial  loss  on  the  Institute,  and  the  total  value  of  such 
concessions  during  the  past  year,  together  with  free  gifts  of  books  to 
those  who  could  not  afford  to  purchase  them  (not  including  gifts  to 
circulating  libraries  mentioned  above)  amounted  to  £8,319  4s.  Id. 

We  wish  to  express  our  sincerest  thanks  to  the  many  publishers 
and  authors  who  have  so  generously  accorded  us  permission  to  reprint 
in  Braille  their  publications  and  works,  entirely  free  from  any  copyright 
fees. 

Our  heartiest  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  Press  throughout  the 
country  for  the  generous  manner  in  which  they  have  supported  our 
activities  and  appeals  for  funds  on  many  occasions  during  the  past  year. 


Braille  Manuscript  Department. 

The  main  object  of  the  Manuscript  Department  is  to  supply  blind 
students  at  the  shortest  possible  notice  with  Braille  transcriptions  of 
special  books  required  for  their  studies.  At  the  present  time  there  is  a 
very  vital  progressive  movement  amongst  the  blind,  aiming  at  achieve- 
ment in  many  and  various  professions,  and  the  following  extracts  from 
letters  bear  testimony  to  the  fact  that  the  Institute’s  Manuscript  Depart- 
ment has  been  eminently  successful  in  promoting  and  fostering  this 
movement : — 

" I am  most  grateful  for  the  help  you  have  given  to  P.  I am  sure  you  will 
be  glad  to  know  that,  largely  as  a result  of  it,  he  came  home  from  school  with 
a most  e.xcellent  report,  and  was  fourth  out  of  75  boys  in  his  division,  and  is  to 
be  removed  to  a higher  form  next  term.” 

" Your  suggestions  as  to  Henryson  are  all  O.K.,  and  I was  so  pleased  to 
hear  about  it  that  I ate  my  breakfast  with  positive  zest,  wliich  I rarely  do  at 
the  end  of  term.  If  you  cater  for  all  departments  as  well  as  you  do  for  English, 
you  deserve  to  have  all  sorts  of  nice  things  said  about  you.  Anyway,  the 
English  students  have  nothing  whatever  to  complain  of.” 

” At  your  convenience,  would  you  kindly  lend  me  a few  volumes  of  any 
modern  play  which  may  be  in  the  library  ? I should  like  to  say  how  helpful 
and  instructive  I have  found  the  books,  and  how  much  I appreciate  the  privilege 
of  being  able  to  borrow  them.” 

" I am  ever  so  grateful  to  you  for  the  books.  They  are  tremendously 
useful  to  me  in  my  teaching.” 
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We  would  take  this  opportunity  of  pointing  out  that  no  matter 
what  the  requirements  of  blind  students  may  be,  the  Manuscript  Depart- 
ment endeavours  to  fulfil  their  requests  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 
We  are  only  too  willing  to  help  every  blind  student  requiring  text  books 
or  books  unprocurable  elsewhere  in  Braille,  and  all  such  books,  whether 
in  stock  or  specially  prepared  for  individuals,  are  sent  to  any  part  of  the 
Kingdom,  and  loaned  for  as  long  as  they  may  be  needed. 

There  are  now  in  the  Students’  Library  of  the  Manuscript  Depart- 
ment 2,700  volumes,  of  which  741  volumes  have  been  produced  during 
the  year  under  review,  and  our  most  grateful  thanks  are  due  to  the  band 
of  volunteers,  numbering  in  all  150,  whose  untiring  efforts  have  enabled 
us  to  create  this  library.  One  worker  alone  has  transcribed  25  volumes 
during  the  year,  another  22,  and  several  between  14  and  18  volumes. 
.\11  volunteers  are  trained  by  the  department,  and  before  undertaking 
book-work,  they  must  obtain  the  Institute’s  certificate  of  proficiency. 
During  the  past  year  85  candidates  entered  for  Braille  writing  examina- 
tions, of  whom  43  succeeded  in  gaining  the  certificate. 

Several  honorary  workers  have  reached  a very  high  grade  of  efficiency 
in  transcription,  and  are  capable  of  producing  the  most  difficult  maps, 
tabular  work  and  diagrams  in  Braille.  Their  remarkable  ability  has 
enabled  us  to  produce  text-books  which  are  very  nearly  equal  in  clearness 
and  perspicuity  of  arrangement  to  the  usual  class-book  with  its  handy 
references  and  notes. 

This  high  standard  of  efficiency  is  very  satisfactory,  as  the  demand 
for  educational  literature  is  considerable  and  increasing — so  much  so, 
indeed,  that  we  have  now  opened  a juvenile  section  of  the  Library, 
mainly  with  a view  to  supplying  blind  pupils  at  ordinary  schools  and 
colleges  with  text-books  which  will  enable  them  to  keep  on  a level  with 
the  class-work  of  sighted  pupils. 

Among  the  books  transcribed  during  the  year  are  such  varied  works 
as ; — 

Fourteenth  Century  Verse  and  Prose  ; Testament  of  Cresseid  ; German 

Commercial  Practice  ; Introduction  to  Logic  ; Complete  Text  of  Herodotus  ; 

Philosophical  Theory  of  the  State  ; Modern  England  ; Decline  of  Liberty  in 

England  ; England  Under  the  Tudors  ; England  under  the  Stuarts  ; New 

Property  Act  ; Institutes  of  Justinian  ; Germany  and  the  Western  Empire  ; 

English  Miracle  Plays ; and  Plays  and  Poems  by  Ben  Jonson,  Marlowe, 

Henryson,  Drinkwater,  Barrie,  Synge,  Shaw,  and  Squire. 

A large  number  of  public  examination  papers  have  been  transcribed 
during  the  year  in  the  Manuscript  Department  for  various  Universities, 
and  we  are  indeed  pleased  to  note  that  the  governing  bodies  of  most 
Llniversities  now  render  such  facilities  to  blind  candidates. 
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In  addition  to  the  voluntary  workers,  our  sincere  thanks  are  due 
to  Mrs.  Rossendale.  Mr.  Ernest  Whitfield,  and  others  whose  successful 
entertainments  have  substantially  increased  the  funds  of  the  department. 


Music  Department. 

The  work  of  this  department  can  be  divided  into  four  sections: 
(1)  the  production  and  publication  of  music  and  musical  text-books  in 
Braille  ; (2)  the  publication  of  the  works  of  British  blind  composers  ; 
(3)  the  organisation  of  concerts,  organ  and  lecture  recitals  ; (4)  the 
promotion  of  the  general  interest  of  blind  musicians,  students,  pianoforte 
tuners,  etc. 

The  year’s  output  of  Braille  type  music  of  all  kinds,  instrumental 
and  vocal,  was  as  follows  : — 

Music  plates  embossed  ...  ...  •••  •••  1,910 

volumes,  collections  of  pieces,  text  books, 

etc.,  published  ...  ...  ...  •••  1,107 

pamphlets  (the  Braille  equivalent  of  sheet 

music)  published  ...  ...  •••  7,421 

Again  we  wish  to  record  our  gratitude  to  the  many  music  pubhshers 
and  owners  of  copyright  for  their  kind  permission  to  reproduce  and 
publish  in  Braille,  for  the  use  of  the  blind,  the  items  selected  by  us  from 
their  catalogues.  It  is  only  by  means  of  their  hearty  co-operation  that 
we  have  been  able  to  build  up  a library  of  music  w'hich  has  proved,  and 
is  proving,  of  enormous  service  to  the  blind  student  and  to  the  professional 
blind  musician. 

In  selecting  the  music  for  publication,  we  have  considered  the  interests 
not  only  of  professional  musicians,  but  of  that  great  majority  of  bhnd 
people  who  find  in  music  the  solace  of  many  a weary  hour.  Not  only 
are  classical  pieces,  examination  test  pieces  and  choir  music  included  in 
our  catalogue,  but  dance  music,  songs  and  selections  from  the  latest 
operas.  In  order  to  ensure  that  the  selection  of  music  to  be  embossed 
should  be  of  the  highest  standard  and  of  the  widest  appeal  it  was  thought 
advisable  to  form  a Music  Consultative  Committee,  and  the  following 
distinguished  musicians  have  very  kindly  consented  to  serve  on  this 
Committee  : Mr.  Alfred  Abdey,  Mus.  Doc.,  F.R.C.O.  ; Mr.  Ernest  Fowles, 
F.R.A.M.  ; Mr.  Alfred  Hollins,  Mus.  Doc.,  F.R.C.O.  ; Mr.  Stewart  Mac- 
pherson,  F.R.A.M. ; Mr. C.  W. Pearce,  M.A.,  Mus.  Doc.  (Cantab),  F.R.C.O.; 
Sir  Landon  Ronald,  F.R.A.M.,  F.G.S.M.  ; Mr.  John  Warriner,  Mus.  Doc., 
F.T.C.L. ; Mr.  William  Wolstenholme,  Mus.  Doc.  (Oxon) ; and  Mr.  John  E. 
West,  F.R.A.M.,  F.R.C.O. 

We  feel  sure  that  with  the  breadth  of  outlook  and  vast  experience 
which  these  eminent  professional  gentlemen  are  so  generously  placing 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Institute’s  Music  Publications  Committee  the  best 
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interests  of  all  blind  musicians,  students  and  lovers  of  music  are  being 
wisely  fostered. 

Last  year  we  were  happy  to  report  the  completion  of  the  National 
Institute  Edition  of  tire  Works  of  British  Blind  Composers.  This  special 
ink-print  edition  of  twenty-four  representative  works  by  living  blind 
composers  is  steadily  establishing  itself  as  a standard  work,  and  music 
teachers,  examination  boards,  etc.,  have  accepted  it  as  such.  Recitalists 
of  the  highest  repute  constantly  include  selections  from  the  Edition  in 
their  programmes,  not  only  in  London  and  the  Provinces,  but  as  far 
afield  as,  for  example,  Johannesburg  and  Los  Angeles. 

An  interesting  feature  of  the  year’s  activities  has  been  the  publication 
in  ink-print  of  a unique  set  of  Christmas  Carols,  the  words  and  music 
of  which  are  of  an  equally  high  standard.  .All  the  carols  were  written  and 
composed  by  blind  people,  and  were  the  result  of  competitions  in 
" Progress  ” and  the  “ Braille  Musical  Magazine.”  These  carols  have 
been  sung  by  choirs  in  hundreds  of  places  of  worship,  including  three 
cathedrals,  throughout  the  country.  A new  series  of  carols,  equal  in 
merit  to  the  first  series,  will  be  published  during  the  present  year  for 
Christmas,  1924. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  Institute  58  recitals  and  concerts  have  been 
given  during  the  past  year  in  the  metropolitan  area,  and  in  these  the 
following  bhnd  organists  have  participated  : Mr.  Samuel  Kerry,  A.R.C.O. ; 
Rev.  H.  E.  C.  Lewis,  M.A.,  F.R.C.O.  ; Mr.  Sinclair  Logan,  L.R.A.M., 
A.R.C.O. ; Mr.  H.  G.  Newall,  F.R.C.O.,  L.R.A.M.  ; Mr.  H.  V.  Spanner, 
Mus.  Bac.,  F.R.C.O.,  L.R.A.M.  ; Mr.  Harold  Uttley,  F.R.C.O.  ; Mr.  H.  C. 
Warrilow,  F.R.C.O.;  andMr.  Wm.  Wolstenholme,  Mus.  Bac.  Opportunities 
have  frequently  been  accorded  at  these  recitals  of  bringing  before  the 
public  details  of  the  musical  and  general  activities  of  the  Institute,  and 
lecture  recitals,  including  illustrations  and  selections  from  the  composi- 
tions of  blind  musicians,  have  proved  attractive  and  valuable  towards 
the  furtherance  of  the  Institute’s  work. 

We  briefly  mentioned  in  our  report  last  year  the  possibilities  broad- 
casting seemed  to  offer  blind  artists.  Our  expectations  have  not  been 
disappointed.  The  British  Broadcasting  Company  have  selected  the 
Concert  Hall  of  the  National  Institute  for  their  Organ  Recital  Concerts, 
and  have  engaged  a number  of  distinguished  blind  organists  for  these 
occasions.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of  people  have  thus  been  brought 
to  realise  the  outstanding  ability  of  many  blind  organists,  even  when 
judged  by  the  highest  of  standards.  Blind  singers,  instrumentalists, 
etc.,  have  also  been  engaged  by  the  British  Broadcasting  Company, 
and  a very  cordial  co-operation  between  the  National  Institute  and  the 
British  Broadcasting  Company  has  been  established,  promising  well  in 
the  future  for  capable  blind  artists. 
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The  Music  Department  has  been  able  to  assist  a number  of  blind 
qualified  pianoforte  tuners  to  augment  their  earnings  by  recommending 
them  to  enquirers.  None  but  capable  men  are  included  on  the  Institute’s 
register,  and  frequently  as  the  result  of  a single  tuning  the  satisfaction 
of  the  customer  has  been  expressed  by  the  offer  of  a yearly  contract. 

Considerable  assistance  has  also  been  afforded  to  blind  candidates 
for  the'  Diploma  Examinations  of  the  Royal  College  of  Organists  by 
placing  at  their  disposal  for  practice  the  organ  in  the  Concert  Hall  of 
the  Institute,  similar  in  design  and  construction  to  that  at  the  Royal 
College  of  Organists.  Such  opportunities  of  familiarising  themselves 
with  the  actual  conditions  of  the  instrument  on  which  they  were  to  be 
examined  has  assisted  a large  number  of  blind  students  not  only  to  secure 
their  professional  diplomas,  but  on  several  occasions  to  obtain  the  Sawyer, 
Lafontaine  and  Turpin  prizes  awarded  to  those  who  secure  the  highest 
number  of  marks  amongst  all  candidates,  sighted  or  blind. 

Designs,  Apparatus,  Models,  etc. 

Although  the  Institute  has  no  longer  a separate  design  department, 
when  necessary  Braille  works  of  an  educational  nature  and  others  are 
illustrated  by  embossed  designs  and  maps,  printed  from  specially  pre- 
pared plates,  while  the  Institute  continues  to  render  valuable  service 
to  schools  and  institutions  for  the  blind  by  the  loan  of  models  of  various 
kinds. 

Much  attention  is  also  devoted  to  the  provision  and  repair  of  all 
apparatus  required  by  the  blind,  such  as  Braille  writers,  Braille  shorthand 
writers,  pocket  frames,  pen  and  pencil  frames,  arithmetic  and  algebra 
frames,  games,  tape  measures,  foot  rules,  watches,  etc.  There  is  a large 
and  constant  demand,  not  only  in  this  country  but  abroad,  for  aU  kinds 
of  apparatus  supplied  by  the  Institute.  Mention  must  also  be  made  of 
the  care  and  time  devoted  to  the  e.xamination  of  new  inventions,  and 
the  endeavour  to  perfect  existing  apparatus.  In  this  connection  the 
Institute  keeps  in  close  touch  with  the  activities  of  those  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  the  blind  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  pays  immediate 
and  close  attention  to  any  development  which  may  tend  to  lessen  the 
burden  of  blindness. 

Blind  Employees. 

It  has  always  been  the  policy  of  the  Institute  in  carrying  out  its 
many  activities  to  employ  wherever  possible  blind  men  and  women. 
That  this  policy  has  been  successful  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  at  the 
close  of  the  financial  year  the  Institute’s  blind  employees  numbered 
286,  to  whom,  during  the  period  under  review,  a sum  of  over  £57,000 
was  e.xpended  in  salaries,  wages,  etc.  In  many  cases  it  would  hardlv 
be  possible  to  carry  on  our  activ'ities  with  the  same  measure  of  success 
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without  the  help  of  the  blind.  This  is  a conclusion  at  which  we  have 
arrived  after  many  years’  experience,  and  it  is  a fact  which  should  create 
amongst  the  blind  a w'ell-founded  optimistic  outlook,  and  spur  them  on  to 
renewed  efforts  to  overcome  their  handicap. 

E.xpcrienced  and  sympathetic  blind  instructors  visit  the  adult  blind 
in  their  own  homes  ; many  of  our  organisers  are  blind  and  are  able  to 
address  large  meetings  of  all  kinds  with  the  eloquence  inspired  by  actual 
experience  of  blindness  ; the  majority  of  the  collecting  staff  are  blind. 
Braille  books  are  in  great  part  produced  by  the  blind — blind  stereotypers 
prepare  the  plates,  blind  readers  correct  the  proofs,  the  blind  collate 
the  pages  and  assist  in  the  binding.  The  .A.fter-Care  Department  and 
the  School  of  Massage  are  in  charge  of  blind  men,  and  the  Institute’s 
organist  is  blind.  There  is  not  a single  committee  without  its  quota  of 
blind  members,  and  all  the  Institute’s  work  is  guided  to  a certain  extent 
by  the  counsels  of  the  blind  themselves. 

Grants  to  Local  Institutions. 

In  continuance  of  the  Institute’s  policy  of  co-operating  with  local 
institutions  for  the  bhnd  all  over  the  country,  allocations  and  grants 
amounting  to  the  sum  of  .£23,328  9s.  9d.  (in  addition  to  .£10,800  from 
the  Greater  London  Fund  for  the  Blind,  to  which  reference  is  made  in  the 
next  paragraph)  were  made  to  the  following  institutions  ; — 


Cambridgeshire  : 

■ Cambridge  Society  for  the  Blind  . . . 


Devon  : 

Cornwall  County  Association  for  the  Blind 

Devon  County  Association  for  the  Blind 

North  Devon  Home  Teaching  Society  for  the  Bhnd 

South  Devon  and  Cornwall  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Plymouth 

Western  Counties  Association  for  the  Blind 

West  of  England  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Exeter 


£ s.  d. 
9 13  1 


75  0 0 

150  0 0 
200  0 0 
525  0 0 

100  0 0 
375  0 0 


Durham  : 

Darlington  Society  for  the  Blind  ... 

Hartlepool  Workshops  for  the  Blind 
Sunderland  and  Durham  County  Royal  Institute 

for  the  Blind  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,300  0 0 

Less  donations  received  ...  ...  ...  246  3 1 


Glamorganshire  : 

Cardiff  Institute  for  the  Bhnd 


200  0 0 
100  0 0 

1,053  16  11 
2,750  0 0 


Gloucestershire  : 

Bristol— Clifton  Home  for  Blind  Women 
Cheltenham  Workshops  for  the  Blind 

Hampshire  : 

Portsmouth  Brotherhood  Social  Club  for  the  Blind 
Southampton  Association  for  the  Blind  ... 


359  2 5 

400  0 0 


383  6 8 

333  6 8 
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Lancashire  : 

Barrow-in-Furness  Society  for  the  Blind 
Bury  Society  for  the  Blind 

Liverpool — School  for  the  Indigent  Blind,  Hardman  Street  ... 
Liverpool — Workshops  and  Horae  Teaching  Society  for  the  Out- 
door Blind 

Manchester — Henshaw's  Institution  for  the  Bhnd 
London  : 

Association  of  Certificated  Blind  Masseurs  ...  

College  of  Teachers  of  the  Blind  

Monmouthshire  : 

Newport  and  Monmouth  Blind  Aid  Society  

Norfolk  : 

Norwich  Institution  for  the  Blind...  

Northumberland  : 

Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Home  Teaching  Society 
Newcastle — Royal  Victoria  School  for  the  Blind 

Newcastle—Workshops  for  the  Adult  Blind  

Somerset  : 

Bridgwater  Horae  Teaching  Society  for  the  Bhnd  

Somerset  County  Association  for  the  Bhnd 
Staffordshire  : 

Wolverhampton  Society  for  the  Blind  

Suffolk  : 

Ipswich  Society  for  the  Blind  

Sussex  : 

Brighton  Society  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind 
Eastbourne  Social  Welfare  of  the  Blind 

Worthing  Society  for  Befriending  the  Blind  ...  ’ 

Warwickshire  : 

Warwickshire  Association  for  the  Blind 

Wiltshire  : 

Wiltshire  County  Association  for  the  Bhnd 
Worcestershire  : 

Worcester  College  for  the  Bhnd 

Yorkshire  : 

Barnsley  and  District  Association  for  the  Bhnd 
Doncaster  and  District  Home  Teaching  Society  for  the  Blind 
Keighley  Institution  for  the  Bhnd 

Leeds  United  Institution  for  the  Bhnd  !!! 

Sheffield  Institution  for  the  Bhnd 
Esperanto  Ligilo  (Esperanto  Magazine  for  the  Bhnd) 


200  0 0 
12  3 5 
500  0 0 

3,750  0 0 

3,750  0 0 


106  1 0 
10  10  0 


633  6 8 


400  0 0 


250  0 0 

350  0 0 

1,300  0 0 


55  17  1 

50  0 0 


145  10  0 


20  0 0 


340  0 0 
10  0 0 
10  0 0 


5 I 5 


50  0 0 


869  1 6 


400  0 0 
278  0 0 
18  12  11 
2,540  0 0 
250  0 0 

10  0 0 


Total £23.328  9 9 


Greater  London  Fund  for  the  Blind. 


The  success  of  this  Fund  has  fully  justified  the  policy  of 
in  which  It  originated  and  the  methods  wFich  have  been 
its  organisation 


co-operation 
employed  in 
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Rather  more  than  three  years  ago  the  Council  of  the  National 
Institute  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  best  way  to  meet  more 
adequately  the  needs  of  the  blind  of  London  was  to  invdte  the  leading 
workshops  and  institutions  for  the  blind  to  co-operate  in  a combined 
money-raising  effort  which  would  appeal  both  to  the  imagination  and 
the  generosity  of  the  sighted  men  and  women  of  London.  An  agreement 
was  entered  into  between  the  National  Institute  and  these  institutions, 
and  the  scheme  has  been  so  successful  that  £63,000  net  has  been  dis- 
tributed amongst  the  participating  institutions  since  the  initiation  of 
the  Fund.  During  the  past  year  the  following  amounts  have  been 
allocated  • — 


Barclay  Workshop  for  Blind  Women  (with  which  is  amalga- 

£ 

s. 

d. 

mated  Eyes  to  the  Blind  Society)  ... 

Blind  Employment  Factory  (Department  of  the  Royal 

669 

19 

4 

School  for  the  Blind,  Leatherhead) 

Incorporated  Association  for  Promoting  the  General  Welfare  of 

1,363 

8 

2 

the  Blind 

2,339 

7 

11 

London  .Association  for  the  Blind 

London  Society  for  Teaching  and  Training  the  Blind  (with 
which  is  amalgamated  the  West  London  Workshops  for 

2,642 

18 

8 

the  Blind) 

Metropolitan  and  Adjacent  Counties  Association  for  the  Blind 

2,347 

11 

1 

(special  grant) 

800 

0 

0 

National  Institute  for  the  Blind  ... 

10,000 

0 

0 

The  Workshop  for  the  Blind  of  Kent 

636 

14 

10 

£20,800  0 0 


The  organisation  of  the  Fund  has  been  characterised  by  the  endeavour 
to  build  up  a steady  and  permanent  income,  on  which  the  various 
institutions  which  benefit  from  the  Fund  may  rely  for  assistance  in 
maintaining  their  activities  in  future  years.  The  wisdom  of  this  policy 
has  been  proved  by  results  ; notwithstanding  national  financial  and 
industrial  difficulties,  the  gross  income  of  the  Fund  has  increased  during 
the  past  year  by  £5,215,  while  the  cost  of  collection  has  fallen  4^  per 
cent. 

The  regular  allocations  from  the  Fund  to  the  participating  institutions 
have  been  the  chief  means  of  enabling  them  to  increase  the  number  of 
their  blind  men  and  women  workers  by  160.  Increasing  sums  have  also 
been  available  for  the  training  of  men  and  women  who  lose  their  sight 
through  accident  or  illness,  and  for  the  relief  of  the  cases  of  distress 
which  are  constantly  reported.  The  Fund  has  been  so  successful  in 
providing  direct  help  for  the  blind  that  exchanges  and  markets  and  many 
important  firms  are  making  annual  contributions,  because  thej'  realise 
that  the  movement  is  a progressive  one,  and  that  their  generosity  is  not 
hmited  in  its  application.  The  Fund  has  now  become  one  of  the  recog- 
nised charitable  appeals  of  London,  and  we  sincerely  hope  that  its  many 
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friends  will  continue  their  generous  support,  which  will  be  thankfully 
received  and  faithfully  applied. 

We  wish  to  express  our  gratitude  to  the  many  friends  who  help  so 
generously  with  regular  levies  and  collections,  and  to  the  many  thousands 
of  voluntary  helpers  who  give  such  splendid  assistance  on  the  Annual 
Geranium  Day  and  through  the  twenty-seven  circles  of  the  “ Helpers 
of  the  Blind,”  of  which  the  Honorary  Secretaries,  particularly,  render 
invaluable  service.  Geranium  Day  collections  in  1923  amounted  to 
.£7,391,  compared  with  .€5,900  in  1922  and  .€4,587  in  1921,  and  it  is  in- 
teresting to  note  that  the  cost  of  collection  last  year  was  under  12  per 
cent.,  whereas  the  average  cost  of  street  collections  in  the  Metropolitan 
area  was  officially  reported  at  16  per  cent. 

We  desire  to  congratulate  the  Lady  Terrington,  who  has  done  such 
splendid  work  for  the  Fund,  on  her  election  to  Parliament ; in  spite  of 
her  many  obligations  and  engagements  she  continues  to  take  the  keenest 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  blind. 

We  have  much  pleasure  in  reporting  that  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord 
Mayor  of  London  has  consented  to  act  as  President  of  the  Fund,  and 
that  Capt.  E.  B.  B.  Towse,  V.C.,  C.B.E.,  Chairman  of  the  Executive 
Council  of  the  National  Institute,  has  been  elected  one  of  its  Vice- 
Presidents. 

Centralisation  of  Collections. 

The  question  of  centralising  collections  in  aid  of  the  blind  with  a 
view  to  the  elimination  of  overlapping  and  reduction  of  administrative 
costs  is  still  receiving  careful  consideration. 

Fund  for  Blind  Ex-Service  Men  and  Their  Dependents. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  many  blind  ex-service  men  not  in  receipt  of 
Government  pensions  were  suffering  severe  privations,  it  was  decided  to 
establish  a Fund  for  the  training  and  after-care  of  men  who  are  blind 
or  may  become  blind  on  returning  to  civilian  life  after  discharge  from 
H.M.  Forces  and  blind  dependents  of  serving  and  ex-service  men.  Capt. 
E.  B.  B.  Towse  has  made  this  Fund  the  object  of  his  special  care,  and 
the  support  which  has  already  been  given  to  the  Fund  has  enabled  us 
to  relieve  many  deserving  cases.  The  Board  of  Admiralty,  the  .'^rmy 
Council  and  the  Air  Council  have  shown  their  sympathy  with  the  objects 
of  the  Fund  by  subscribing  to  it,  and  financial  support 'has  been  received 
from  many  Units  of  H.M.  Forces. 

Affiliated  Societies. 

The  Sydney  Industrial  Institution  for  the  Blind  has  become  affiliated 
to  the  National  Institute  on  terms  identical  with  those  which  exist 
between  the  National  Institute  and  the  Canadian  National  Institute  for 
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the  Blind.  The  terms  of  affiliation  are  that  the  two  societies  should 
co-opcrate  in  advancing  the  welfare  of  the  blind  by  every  legitimate 
means,  but  without  obligation  on  the  part  of  either  to  commit  them- 
selves to  any  specific  line  of  policy.  Such  affiliation  includes  the  trans- 
mission from  one  to  the  other,  at  the  expense  of  the  transmitting  party, 
the  results  of  enquiry,  research  and  experience  on  all  matters  pertaining 
to  the  education,  training,  employment,  care  and  after-care  of  the  blind. 


In  this  connection  we  should  like  to  state  that  we  consider  it  advisable 
in  the  interests  of  the  blind  generally  for  societies  and  institutions  for 
the  blind  in  all  parts  of  the  world  to  work  in  close  connection  with  each 
other. 


College  of  Teachers  of  the  Blind. 

During  the  year  the.  secretarial  work  of  the  College  of  Teachers  of 
the  Blind  has  been  conducted  gratuitously  by  the  Institute,  Mr.  F.  Ingle 
Stainsby,  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Institute,  being  the  Hon.  Registrar 
of  the  College.  We  take  this  opportunity  of  recording  our  high  apprecia- 
tion of  the  educational  value  of  the  progressive  work  undertaken  by  the 
College. 


Blind  Babies’  Homes. 

The  extension  of  the  Institute’s  work  in  connection  with  the  care 
and  training  of  blind  babies  has  been  an  outstanding  feature  of  the  past 
year’s  activities,  and  we  are  happy  to  report  that  the  second  of  the 
Institute’s  " Sunshine  Homes  ” is  now  successfully  established  at  South- 
port,  Lancashire.  The  second  Home  w'as  established  as  a direct  con- 
sequence of  the  highly  satisfactory  results  of  the  methods  employed 
at  the  original  " Sunshine  House,”  opened  in  1918,  at  Chorley  Wood, 
Herts.  The  Institute’s  endeavour  to  solve  the  national  problem  of  the 
blind  baby  was  then  in  an  experimental  stage  ; a high  standard  of 
efficiency  has  since  been  reached,  and  now,  the  Institute’s  Blind  Babies' 
Homes  occupy  a foremost  position  amongst  modern  ameliorative  efforts 
directed  towards  child  welfare. 

The  new  Home  is  beautifully  situated  near  the  sea,  and  has  extensive 
grounds  in  which  the  babies  practically  live  during  the  summer  months. 
All  the  rooms  are  spacious  and  airy,  and  the  house  is  large  enough  to 
accommodate  thirty  children. 

The  Home  is  situate  at  Oxford  Road,  Birkdale,  Southport, 
Lancashire,  and  w'as  formally  opened  on  September  27th  by  the  Mayor 
of  Southport,  .Alderman  J.  E.  Willett,  C.B.E.,  B.L.,  J.P.,  in  the  presence 
of  a large  assembly. 
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The  guests,  who  were  received  by  Capt.  E.  B.  B.  Towse,  V.C.,  C.B.E., 
and  Mr.  G.  F.  Mowatt,  J.P.,  included  in  addition  to  the  Mayor,  Miss 
Willett,  the  Mayoress,  the  Mayors  and  Mayoresses  of  several  boroughs 
in  the  locality.  Sir  James  and  Lady  Baton,  Aldennan  Aveling,  J.P. 
(Mayor  Elect),  Councillor  Miss  Hartley,  Councillor  Miss  Kate  Rimmer, 
the  Honorary  Medical  Officers,  the  members  of  the  local  general  committee 
■^and  many  well-known  people  from  Southport  and  district. 

The  Mayor  said  he  felt  it  was  a great  honour  to  perform  the  opening 
ceremonv  of  “ Sunshine  House.*’  The  work  to  be  carried  on  there  must 
appeal  to  everyone.  The  little  ones  just  in  their  early  days  should  be 
delighting  in  the  wondrous  sights  around  them  in  this  beautiful  world,  but 
to  them  it  was  always  dark.  To  help  them  that  House  was  being  opened, 
to  turn  what  some  would  call  an  affliction  to  merely  a handicap  in  life. 
His  duty  was,  he  thought,  to  welcome  the  Home  to  Southport,  and  to  say 
the}’’  would  do  what  they  could  to  help  it  on.  He  welcomed  there  that 
day  the  Mayors  and  Mayoresses  of  many  other  boroughs,  and  he  hoped 
their  presence  was  a good  augury  for  the  assistance  which  would  be  given 
to  the  Committee  by  those  outside  the  Town  of  Southport.  They  saw 
there  that  day  some  of  the  little  tenants  of  the  House,  and  they  visualised 
others  who  would  come  as  the  years  rolled  on.  The  Mayor  concluded  by 
declaring  the  Home  open,  and  wishing  it  God’s  Blessing. 

The  Southport  Home  has  been  full  since  its  establishment,  while 
the  Chorley  Wood  Home  has  been  full  throughout  the  year.  Cases  are 
allotted  to  the  Northern  and  Southern  Homes  from  the  respective  areas 
where  possible,  and  in  view  of  the  waiting  list  at  each  Home,  it  is 
intended  to  extend  this  work  in  the  near  future  by  establishing  a third 
Home  in  the  Midland  area. 

The  opening  of  the  second  Home  only  temporarily  reUeved  the 
long  waiting-list  at  Chorley  Wood,  and  applicants  for  the  admission  of 
cases  to  the  Homes  have  increased  during  the  last  six  months.  Sixty-six 
new  cases  have  been  dealt  with  during  the  past  year,  and  these 
represent  applications  from  all  parts  of  England  and  Wales. 

It  is  exceedingly  satisfactory  to  report  that  on  transference  to 
certified  schools  for  the  blind  at  the  age  of  five,  the  children  show  wide 
knowledge  and  splendid  self-confidence,  and  compare  most  favourably 
with  their  fellow  pupils.  This,  we  believe,  is  due  to  the  specialised 
kindergarten  methods  employed  at  the  Homes,  and  the  careful  attention 
devoted  to  each  individual  baby. 

The  co-ordination  of  the  subjects  of  the  usual  curriculum  with 
nature  study  is  progressing  favourably.  The  senses  of  hearing  and  touch 
are  more  particularly  developed  in  this,  and  in  the  general  scheme  of 
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training.  Special  lessons  arc  given  in  curytlimics  and  aural  culture  by  a 
blind  teacher,  and  a percussion  band  is  used  for  the  definite  training  of 
the  ear  and  for  instruction  in  rhythm  and  beat.  Montessori  apparatus 
is  in  constant  nsc  for  the  training  of  the  tactile  senses. 

The  children  take  great  delight  in  “ make  believe,”  and  they 
introduce  into  their  games  all  those  whom  the}'  are  accustomed  to  find 
around  them.  Their  imitative  ability  is  keen,  and  by  training  them  to 
perceive  their  surroundings  with  interest,  their  imagination  is  cultivated 
and  brightened. 

The  training  methods  employed  at  both  Homes  are  founded  on  the 
highest  ethical  principles.  Progress  is  thus  made  simultaneously  in 
physique  and  mentality,  and  as  the  sunshine  of  love  and  care  filters  into 
their  dark  little  minds,  the  babies  become  definitely  happy. 

The  following  typical  episodes  are  from  a recent  report  of  the 
kindergarten  mistress  at  the  Southport  Home  : — 

" I have  seen  Frances,  a blind  child  of  four,  draw  a chair  up  to  the  piano, 
stand  up  and  find  the  key  which  is  on  top.  She  then  came  down,  felt  all 
round  the  key  and  the  hole  and  fixed  in  the  key  ready  to  open — an  act 
shewing  much  thought  and  consideration.” 

” Sometime  after  we  had  sung  the  nursery  rhyme  ' WTio  Killed  Cock 
Robin,'  we  found  a beetle  on  the  floor  of  the  kindergarten  room.  I got  a piece 
of  white  paper,  and  told  the  children  I was  picking  up  the  beetle,  when  Agnes, 
a child  of  four,  said  : ‘ I think  that  will  be  its  shroud.’  ” 

' We  have  gold  fish  in  the  kindergarten,  but  I am  afraid  they  would  have 
died  of  too  much  kindness  if  left  to  the  children  entirely.  For  each  day, 
after  breakfast  and  tea,  1 was  besieged  with  children,  their  pockets  full  of 
crumbs  and  even  cnists  which  they  had  carefully  and  cautiously  concealed, 
and  always  the  same  request  ; ‘ Please  may  we  feed  the  gold  fish  ? ’ And  so 
one  could  go  on — each  day  brings  new  interests  and  something  fresh  to  these 
‘ Sunshine  ’ babies,  who  are  always  full  of  life.” 

In  addition  to  the  actual  maintenance  of  the  Homes,  help  is  given 
by  the  Blind  Babies’  Department  in  many  ways  to  the  parents  of  blind 
babies  who  are  waiting  to  enter  the  Home  or  who  for  some  reason  are 
ineligible  for  admission. 

In  concluding  this  review  of  the  Blind  Babies’  Homes  we  should 
like  to  record  our  grateful  thanks  to  the  Honorary  Medical  Officers  at 
the  Southport  Home,  namely  : Mr.  S.  Mewburn  Brown,  M.D.  ; Mr.  W.  C. 
Bcntall,  O.B.E.,  F.R.C.S.  ; Mr.  T.  L.  de  Courcy,  B.A.,  M.D.  ; Mr.  W.  A. 
Findlay,  L.D.S.  ; and  Mr.  F.  Cronin  Lowe,  M.B.F.,  M.B.,  B.S.  ; to  the 
members  of  the  Northern  Committee,  namely.  Miss  Brooks,  Miss  Nield 
(Joint  Hon.  Secretaries),  Mrs.  J.  K.  Crook  (Hon.  Treasurer),  the 
Mayoress  (e.x-officio)  Mrs.  Aveling,  Mrs.  Bersi,  Mrs.  Mewburn  Brown, 
Miss  Dowson,  Mrs.  Fairie,  Mrs.  Goodfellow,  Miss  Glover,  Miss  K. 
Gittens,  Mrs.  Keay,  Mrs.  Macmillan,  Miss  Mace,  Mrs.  A.  S.  Mead, 
Mrs.  Medrington,  Mrs.  Nield,  Mrs.  Popert,  Mrs.  Paragamian,  Mrs.  Ridler, 
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Miss  R.  Simpson,  Miss  Swenson,  Miss  Willett  ; to  the  other  residents  of 
Southport  and  district  who  have  shown  such  practical  interest  in  the 
new  Home  ; and,  lastly,  to  the  national  Child  Welfare  Associations,  who 
have  alwaj^s  been  willing  with  valuable  local  help. 


Chorley  Wood  College  for  Girls  with  Little  or  No  Sight. 

The  establishment  of  this  College  in  1921,  providing  a liberal 
education  on  public  school  lines  for  girls  who  are  blind  or  whose  sight 
is  too  defective  for  reading  or  writing  script,  has  met  with  considerable 
success.  There  are  now  30  pupils,  and  the  general  work  of  the  College 
is  steadilv  progressing.  One  pupil  has  passed  the  Associate  Hoard  s 
examination  in  Singing  ; another  has  passed  Responsions  and  has  gained 
admission  to  St.  Hughes  College,  O.xford. 

Captain  E.  B.  B.  Towse,  V.C.,  C.B.E.,  has  devoted  much  time  and 
energy  to  the  interests  of  the  College,  and,  by  starting  a special  fund 
and  introducing  rigid  economies,  has  reduced  the  cost  of  the  College  to 
the  Institute  from  £3,241  to  £922  in  one  year,  incidentally  considerably 
lowering  the  cost  per  head  of  the  pupils.  The  establishment  of  the  College 
is  an  inception  characteristic  of  the  progres.sive  tendencies  in  the  blind 
world  to-day.  The  happiness  of  the  pupils  at  the  College  affords  a fine 
example  of  how  favourable  conditions  and  special  methods  of  training 
can  successfully  overcome  the  hopelessness  and  futility  of  aim  so 
frequently  attendant  on  loss  of  sight. 

H.R.H.  Princess  Mary  Viscountess  Lascelles  has  graciously  consented 
to  become  President  of  the  College. 

We  wish  to  record  our  thanks  to  the  many  friends  who  have  shown 
so  much  interest  and  sympathy  in  the  welfare  of  the  College,  and  to 
Messrs.  Boosey  & Co.  for  kindly  presenting  tickets  for  ballad  and 
svmphony  concerts  to  pupils  of  the  College  who  are  studying  n\usic. 

Massage  Department. 

In  connection  with  the  Institute’s  Massage  School  we  have  pleasure 
in  reporting  that  the  School  has  now  been  recognised  under  the  Board 
of  Education  (Training  of  Blind  Students  Higher  Education)  regulations 
for  training  in  massage,  medical  gymnastics  and  medical  electricity. 
One  of  the  conditions,  subject  to  which  recognition  has  been  given,  is 
that  all  blind  students  shall  be  prepared  to  work  when  qualified  under 
the  direction  of  medical  practitioners,  and  not  on  their  own  initiative. 

We  have  also  to  report  that  Gardner’s  Trust  for  the  Blind  have 
founded  four  Scholarships  of  £40  per  annum  each  in  respect  of  blind 
students  for  instruction  in  massage,  medical  gymnastics  and  medical 
electricity  at  the  School  of  Massage.  Our  heartiest  thanks  are  due  to 
Gardner’s  Trust  for  this  very  handsome  and  practical  help. 
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A recent  development  in  connection  with  the  School  is  the  provision 
of  practical  experience  on  actual  patients  for  women  students  which  is 
carried  out  at  St.  George’s  Hospital,  Similar  facilities  for  men  students 
have  been  available  at  the  Middlesex  Hospital  since  1916. 

The  special  Massage  Library  now  contains  some  1 85  works,  numbering 
about  700  volumes,  while  several  important  works  on  massage  and  kindred 
subjects  are  in  course  of  preparation. 

The  total  number  of  civilian  masseurs  and  masseuses  on  the  register 
of  the  Massage  After-Care  Department  is  93.  Forty-eight  of  these  have 
actually  trained  at,  or  under  the  auspices  of,  the  Institute  ; 45  have  been 
trained  independently  at  outside  schools,  but  come  under  the  Massage 
Department  for  help  in  connection  with  their  professional  work.  Ot 
this  number  there  are  approximately  39  working  in  private  practice, 
25  combine  hospital  appointments  with  private  practice,  9 have  whole- 
time hospital  appointments,  and  2 combine  teaching  appointments 
with  a private  practice. 

Through  this  depaidment  considerable  help  is  given,  not  only  to 
masseurs  and  masseuses  who  are  engaged  in  the  initial  stages  of  building 
up  a private  practice  after  qualifying,  but  also  to  those  who  have  been 
in  practice  some  time,  principally  by  way  of  circularisation  of  the 
medical  profession,  advertising  through  recognised  channels,  and  by 
grants  given  or  influenced  in  respect  of  apparatus  to  help  them  in  their 
professional  work.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that,  during  the  last  twelve 
months,  nearly  1,600  letters  were  sent  out  to  doctors  and  nursing  homes 
on  behalf  of  civilian  masseurs  and  masseuses. 

The  following  extracts  from  some  of  the  many  letters  which  reach 
the  Massage  Department  show  the  appreciation  of  practising  masseurs 
and  masseuses  of  this  branch  of  the  Institute’s  work,  and  prove  the 
benefits  they  derive  from  it  : — 

'■  I am  veiy  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  I am  getting  on  splendidly.  The 
assistance  which  the  National  Institute  has  given  me  has  very  materially 
helped  in  producing  the  very  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  which  at  present 
c.xist.  1 cannot  speak  too  highly  with  reference  to  the  very  great  help  which 
the  equipment  of  my  ciinic  has  been  to  me.  . . . May  I say  that  I consider 
that  your  new  scheme  of  providing  drugs  to  masseurs  and  masseuses  for 
ionisation  purposes  is  a most  admirable  one.” 

I attribute  much  of  my  success  to  the  National  Institute  for  fitting  up 
my  clinic.  I may  add  that  at  least  two  of  my  patients  have  become  interested 
in  the  National  Institute  in  a practical  manner  owing  to  the  Institute's  work 
on  behalf  of  blind  masseurs.  Thanking  you  for  your  untiring  energies  and 
help  to  myself  and  my  colleagues  . . .” 

I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation 
of  the  very  kind  and  prompt  assistance  I have  always  received  from  you  and 
your  department  for  my  many  wants.  It  is  of  great  assistance  to  us  blind 
masseurs  always  to  feel  that  we  have  someone  to  whom  we  can  apply  for 
guidance,  information  and  help  in  our  profc.ssional  work.” 
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" I have  long  intended  writing  my  appreciation  of  the  valuable  facilities 
afforded  by  the  Massage  Library,  which  I think  is  doing  splendid  work.  It 
is  so  very  gratifying  to  be  able  to  obtain  an  up-to-date  work  in  Braille. 

After-Care  Department. 

M e are  again  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  this  branch  of  our 
work  continues  to  he  an  immense  source  of  helpfulness  to  all  sections 
of  the  blind  community.  Ample  testimony  to  this  fact  is  available  from 
thousands  of  letters  received  during  the  year  from  persons  who  have, 
in  a variety  of  ways,  benefited  by  the  result  of  this  department  s 
activities.  Iluring  the  period  under  review,  706  new  cases  were  dealt 
with,  and  the  number  of  visits  paid  amounted  to  over  500.  Gifts  to  the 
value  of  £716  17s.  Id.  were  made.  A total  of  £5,358  7s.  lid.  was  expended 
in  relief.  This  figure  does  not,  by  any  means,  represent  the  actual 
amount  of  assistance  provided,  as  through  various  sources  we  have 
obtained  additional  help  in  aid  of  necessitous  blind  persons.  Training 
fees  and  grants  for  higher  education  amounted  to  £1,948  4s.  l id.,  making 
in  connection  with  this  department  a total  direct  financial  disbursement 
of  £8,023  9s.  lid.  Here  again,  the  financial  assistance  we  have  obtained 
for  blind  persons  requiring  training  facilities  is  not  in  any  degree 
represented  by  the  figures  quoted  above,  for,  owin.g  to  the  considerate 
attitude  generally  maintained  by  education  authorities  throughout  the 
country,  we  have  been  able  to  secure  training  fees  and  bursaries  for  a 
considerable  number  of  cases. 

Evidence  of  the  value  of  the  general  work  of  this  department  may 
be  gauged  from  the  following  brief  extracts  taken  from  a great  quantity 
of  correspondence  which  is  to  be  seen  in  our  files  : — 

" I wish  to  convey  my  gratctul  thank.s  to  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind  for  all  the  help  they  have  given  me  for  such  a prolonged  period.” 

" Really,  the  manner  in  which  I have  been  lifted  up  out  of  the  difficulties 
that  were  slowly  submerging  me,  is  wonderful.  Frankly,  I cannot  express 
my  gratitude.  I must  look  for  some  opportunity  of  giving  it  concrete  ex- 
pression.” 

” I cannot  tell  you  how  much  I appreciate  your  kindness.  I scarcely 
like  taking  the  money  from  the  Institute,  because  you  did  so  much  on  my 
behalf  during  mj'  training  period.  I am  intensely  grateful  to  you.” 

” I think  we,  the  blind  population,  are  to  be  most  heartily  congratulated 
in  having  such  a grand  and  sympathetic  Society  as  the  National  Institute  for 
the  Blind  to  do  so  much  tor  us,  and  1,  for  my  part,  am  most  sincerely  grateful.” 

These  are  but  a few  examples  of  grateful  acknowledgments  we  have 
received  from  hundreds  of  people  during  the  past  year. 

Home  Teaching. 

The  work  of  the  Home  Teaching  Society  for  the  Blind,  registered 
as  an  individual  society  under  the  Blind  Persons  Act,  1920,  is  dealt 
with  in  an  appendix  to  this  report  .on  page  37.  It  should  be  mentioned 
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here,  however,  that  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  home  teaching  of  the 
hlincl  can  be  carried  on  with  greater  etllcieiirj-  and  less  expense  as  a 
local  rather  than  as  a national  work.  It  has  been  our  policy,  therefore, 
during  the  past  year,  to  transfer  the  Institute’s  home  teachers  as  far 
as  possible  to  local  organisations  for  the  Idind,  those  organisations 
undertaking  personal  supervision  of  the  work  in  their  respective  areas. 
In  order  to  facilitate  such  transference  of  responsibility,  the  Institute 
is  making  grants  to  assist  local  societies  to  establish  and  maintain  home 
teaching  work. 

Home  Industries. 

It  will  be  recollected  b5^  readers  of  our  report  for  1922-23  that 
when  the  Institute  undertook,  at  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
to  conduct  a Home  Industries  Scheme  for  the  metropolitan  district 
south  of  the  Thames  and  for  the  counties  of  Kent,  .Surrey,  Susse.x  and 
Hampshire,  it  was  agreed  that  the  following  serx’ices  should  be  rendered 
to  blind  Home  Workers  : — 

I  Provision  and  maintenance  of  tools  and  equipment. 

II  Supply  of  raw  materials  at  cost  price. 

III  Supervision  of  the  home  workers  and  the  systematic  inspection  of  their 
work  by  competent  visitors  with  a view  to  producing  thoroughly  saleable 
articles. 

IV  Assistance  in  securing  orders  and  marketing  goods. 

V  Augmentation  of  earnings  as  far  as  funds  would  permit. 

Wc  arc  now  happy  to  report  that  tire  work  of  this  department  has 
progressed  satisfactorily  during  the  year,  the  number  of  home  workers 
having  steadily  increased.  There  are  now  11-1  blind  persons  receiving 
assistance  through  the  Home  Workers’  Scheme. 

.\  considerable  sum  has  been  e.xpended  in  providing  tools  and  equip- 
ment, and  many  appreciative  letters  have  come  from  w'orkers  for  help 
received  in  this  way.  The  Institute  supplies  raw  materials  to  the  workers 
at  cost  price  and  allows  extensive  credit  : in  necessitous  cases  gifts  of 
material  have  been  made.  Lack  of  storage  has  prevented  the  purchase 
of  materials  in  large  quantities  on  the  most  advantageous  terms,  but, 
after  lengthy  negotiations,  the  Institute  has  been  successful  in  obtaining 
suitable  premises  at  Redhili,  Surrey,  and  materials  wall  now  be  bought 
in  bulk,  which  should  result  in  the  home  workers  having  to  pay  less  tor 
their  materials. 

In  order  to  improve  the  standard  of  work  produced  by  the  workers, 
travelling  instructors  in  basketry  and  knitting  have  been  appointed, 
and  their  efforts  have  been  attended  with  considerable  success.  It  is 
regrettable,  that  in  some  cases  home  w'orkers  have  been  taught  trades 
imsuitcd  to  their  ability  or  to  the  demands  of  the  loeahty.  The  Institute 
would  be  glad  to  give  advice  to  anyone  interested  in  the  education  and 
training  of  the  blind. 
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Great  importance  is  attached  to  the  marketing  of  the  goods  produced 
by  home  workers,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  record  that  our  efforts  in 
disposing  of  the  goods  have  so  far  been  very  successful.  Many  successful 
exhibitions  have  been  held,  as  a result  of  which  the  Institute  has  been 
enabled  to  place  orders  with  home  workers  when  necessary.  Our  thanks 
are  due  to  all  those  who  have  assisted  us  in  the  work  of  organising  the 
e.xhibitions,  and  their  sjrmpathy  and  practical  help  are  deeply  appreciated. 
The  growth  of  this  work  will  be  readily  understood  when  it  is  stated  that 
the  sales  during  the  past  year  amounted  to  nearly  £3,000. 

A motor  travelling  shop  is  now  in  use  for  selling  the  articles  made 
by  home  workers,  and  will  visit  the  outlying  villages  throughout  the 
area.  The  Institute  will  welcome  orders  for  such  goods  as  brushes, 
baskets,  mats,  knitted  articles,  etc. 

It  is  a matter  for  regret  that  funds  have  not  been  available  for 
augmenting  the  earnings  of  home  workers.  Blindness  must  always  be  a 
serious  handicap,  and  although  the  standard  of  work  produced  by  the 
well-trained  and  carefully  supervised  blind  compares  favourably  with 
that  produced  by  sighted  labour,  it  is  a fact  that  because  of  their 
blindness  their  output  is  reduced  fully  50  per  cent.  It  is  therefore  pleasing 
to  record  that  the  London  County  Council  have  recently  decided  to 
allocate  to  the  two  Home  Workers’  Schemes  operating  within  their  area 
the  sum  of  £1,000  for  the  ensuing  financial  year,  and  that  this  sum  will 
be  used  exclusively  for  augmenting  the  earnings  of  home  workers  in  the 
metropolitan  district.  Allowing  for  a substantial  increase  of  workers, 
this  will  probably  3deld  a minimum  of  5s.  per  worker  per  week.  It  is 
hoped  that  other  councils,  on  whose  behalf  the  Institute  is  operating  the 
Scheme,  will  make  a similar  grant,  which  will  be  devoted  entirely  to 
augmenting  the  earnings  of  blind  home  workers  in  the  stipulated  area. 


Dickens  Fellowship  Home. 

We  mentioned  in  our  last  report  that  the  use  of  a large  house  named 
“ Bannow,”  at  St.  Leonards-on-Sea,  provided  by  the  Dickens  Fellowship, 
had  reverted  to  the  Institute,  and  that  we  considered  that  it  might  be 
adapted  as  a home  for  (1)  physically  defective  blind  persons  who  are 
crippled  or  suffering  from  some  defect,  such  as  paralysis,  weak  heart, 
senility,  etc.,  which  is  not  amenable  to  medical  treatment,  and  (2)  deaf- 
blind  or  deaf  and  dumb  blind  persons.  We  have  now  to  report  that, 
after  further  discussion  with  the  Ministry  of  Health,  a circular  has  been 
sent  out  to  public  bodies  interested  in  the  blind,  seeking  information  of 
any  cases  likely  to  be  suitable  for  the  Home.  If  the  Home  is  found  not 
to  be  necessary  in  the  direction  indicated,  we  shall  consider  to  what  other 
purpose  it  should  be  put. 
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Chester  Guest  House  for  the  Blind. 

The  average  number  of  blind  men  and  women  at  Hoole  Bank  Guest 
House  for  the  Blind,  Chester,  during  the  year,  was  25,  the  number  of  new 
admissions  being  9.  The  health  of  the  guests  has  on  the  whole  been  very 
good  considering  their  age,  and  there  has  been  only  one  death. 

We  wish  to  record  our  thanks  to  Lady  Arthur  Grosv'cnor  for  the 
presentation  of  a wireless  outfit,  which  has  contributed  much  to  the 
entertainment  of  the  guests ; to  Lady  Hall  and  Mrs.  Toogood  for 
arranging  concerts  ; and  to  the  many  ladies  who  have  rendered  personal 
services  to  the  guests  throughout  the  year. 

Brighton  Home  for  Blind  Women. 

The  average  number  of  blind  women  in  residence  in  this  Home 
during  the  period  under  review  was  18.  We  are  very  grateful  to  the 
voluntary  readers,  to  the  ladies  who  help  with  mending  and  letter 
writing,  and  to  those  who  very  kindly  accompany  the  blind  w'omen  for 
walks  and  to  entertainments  and  concerts.  The  health  of  the  w'omen 
has  been  good  with  the  exception  of  an  outbreak  of  influenza  which  went 
through  the  Home.  Two  deaths  occurred  during  the  year.  Letters  from 
relatives  and  friends  of  the  two  deceased  referred  in  very  high  tones  to 
their  happiness  while  at  the  Home  and  the  unremitting  care  which  was 
bestowed  on  them. 

Clifton  Home  for  Blind  Women. 

A report  of  this  Home,  which  is  registered  separately  under  the 
Blind  Persons  Act,  1920,  appears  on  page  33. 

Blind  Women’s  Hostel. 

This  Hostel,  at  40,  Langham  Street,  London,  W.  I,  received  41  blind 
women  during  the  year,  the  majority  being  permanent  residents,  although 
several  blind  visitors  to  London  were  boarded  for  varying  periods.  The 
health  of  the  household  has  on  the  whole  been  excellent. 

.Alterations  are  now  being  carried  out  to  provide  greater  facilities 
for  escape  in  case  of  fire  and  in  order  to  comply  with  the  regulations  of 
the  London  C ounty  Council.  Wireless  apparatus  has  recently  been  installed 
in  the  Hostel. 

Information  Bureau. 

The  Information  and  Statistical  Bureau  continues  to  collect  and 
classify  useful  information  for  the  benefit  of  those  concerned  or  interested 
in  the  welfare  of  the  blind.  In  addition  to  full  and  up-to-date  particulars 
of  the  various  institutions  and  societies  for  the  blind  all  o\  er  the  world, 
there  is  a biographical  file,  a list  of  special  codes  and  types  used  by  the. 
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blind,  historical  information,  statistical  data,  and  details  of  modern  and 
obsolete  apparatus  used  by  the  blind. 

Resignations. 

It  is  with  much  regret  that  we  have  to  report  the  resignation,  because 
of  ill-health,  of  Mr.  P.  M.  Evans,  M.A.,  LL.D.,  as  a member  of  the  Standing 
Committee  and  of  the  E.xecutive  Council.  The  splendid  service  Mr.  Evans 
has  rendered  to  the  blind  in  general,  and  to  the  National  Institute  in 
particular,  will  alwavs  be  remembered  with  gratitude,  and  we  are  happy 
to  report  that  Mr.  Evans  retains  his  association  with  the  Institute  by 
becoming  one  of  its  Vice-Presidents. 

Appointments. 

Sir  Michael  O'Dwyer,  G.C.I.E.,  K.C.S.I.,  has  been  appointed  Vice- 
Chairman  of  the  E.xecutive  Council. 

Mr.  A.  J.  W.  Kitchin.  C.I.E.,  has  been  appointed  Joint  Hon. 
Treasurer  of  the  Institute. 

Mr.  Walter  Stanley  Talbot,  C.I.E.,  has  been  appointed  a member 
of  the  Executive  Council  and  of  the  Standing  Committee. 

Mr.  P.  M.  Evans,  .M.A.,  LI..D.,  and  iMr.  Ralph  Davis  have  been 
appointed  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Institute. 

Establishment  of  Committees. 

During  the  past  year  the  administration  of  the  Institute’s  activities 
has  necessitated  a very  great  deal  of  heavy  work  on  tlie  part  of  the 
Standing  Committee.  .Although  this  committee  meets  every  week,  and 
all  its  members  devote  much  time  and  labour  to  the  interests  of  the 
Institute,  the  enormous  amount  of  work  in  hand  and  the  important 
matters  at  issue,  have  obliged  us  to  fomi  certain  sub-committees  in 
connection  with  defined  groups  of  activities.  These  committees,  including 
the  Standing  Committee,  are  constituted  as  follows  : — 

Standing  CowwuVfee.— Chairman,  Mr.  G.  F.  Mow'att,  J.P.  Members  : 
Mr.  J.  H.  Batty  ; Mr.  A.  J.  W.  Kitchin,  C.I.E.  ; Sir  Michael  O’Dwyer, 
G r i E K.C.S.I. ; Mr.  Walter  S.  Talbot,  C.I.E.  ; Capt.  E.  B.  B.  Tow'se, 
V.C.,  C.B.E.  ; Mr.  H.  J.  Wagg,  O.B.E. 

Homes  Committee. — Chairman,  Mr.  G.  F.  Mowatt,  J.P.  iMembers  : 
The  members  of  the  Standing  Committee,  and  the  following  co-opted 
members  : Mrs.  Kitchin,  i\Irs.  Preston. 

After-Care  Committee. — Chairman:  Mr.  A.  J.  W.  Kitchin,  C.I.E. 
Members  : The  members  of  the  Standing  Committee  and  the  following 
co-opted  members  : Two  representatives  of  the  Metropolitan  and  Adjacent 
Counties  Association,  one  representative  of  the  Indigent  Blind  Visiting 
Society,  Mrs.  Kitchin  and  Miss  Evans. 
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To  all  the  members  of  (he  above  committees  we  arc  deeply  grateful, 
not  only  for  the  immense  amount  of  time  they  devote  to  the  work  of  the 
Institute,  but  for  their  unfailing  sympathy  with  and  deep  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  the  blind  generalh^ 

Obituary. 

It  is  w'ith  deep  regret  that  we  have  to  report  the  death  on  the 
2nd  July,  1923,  of  Mr.  Alderman  Arthur  W.  Mulley,  a member  of  the 
Executive  Council.  IMr.  Willey  was  keenly  interested  in  the  welfare  of 
the  blind  and  in  the  work  of  the  National  Institute,  the  interests  of  which 
he  promoted  in  every  way,  particularly  in  Leeds,  where  he  was  a very 
prominent  citizen. 

Statements  of  .Account. 

.Audited  statements  of  account  are  appended  to  this  report  {see 
page  47).  These  are  given  in  the  form  laid  down  by  the  Ministrj?  of 
Health  and  introduced  in  the  previous  j'car’s  report. 


Limitations  of  space  have  prevented  us  in  the  above  brief  report 
from  dealing  in  detail  with  the  Institute’s  multifarious  activities.  We 
regret  this  inability  to  give  more  than  a skeleton  idea  of  the  extent  of 
the  Institute’s  work,  as  we  know  that  there  is  not  a single  branch  of  that 
work  without  its  vivid  human  interest.  To  secure  a true  and  lasting 
impression  of  what  is  being  done  for  the  blind  and  what  the  blind  are 
doing  for  themselves  a visit  should  be  made  to  the  headquarters  of  the 
Institute  at  224,  Great  Portland  Street,  London,  W.  1.  There  visitors 
are  nrost  warmly  welcomed,  and  every  effort  is  made  to  show  them  in 
miniature  the  wonderful  picture  of  the  blind  overcoming  their  handicap. 
It  is  a picture  which  all  who  can  see  can  never  forget,  and  it  inspires 
and  stimulates  everyone  not  only  to  help  the  blind  henceforth  to  the 
best  of  his  or  her.  ability,  but  to  thank  the  blind  for  a noble  lesson  in 
patience,  industry  and  courage. 


In  bringing  this  record  of  a year’s  work  to  a close,  we  desire  to 
express  our  thankfulness  to  Almightj^  God  for  the  measure  of  success 
which  has  attended  our  efforts  and  those  of  the  many  thousands  who 
have  so  ungrudgingly  co-operated  with  us  in  a great  endeavour  to 
improve  the  condition  of  the  blind. 
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HOME  FOR  BLIND  WOMEN,  CLIFTON,  BRISTOL 


Report  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1924 

IX  presenting  tlic  Report  of  the  Home  for  Blind  Women,  Clifton, 
Bristol,  for  the  year  ended  March  31st,  1924,  we  wish  to  mention 
that  this  year  the  Home  attains  its  jubilee.  The  Home  was 
founded  in  1874  by  the  late  Miss  Caroline  Bush,  who  was  always  greatly 
interested  in  the  blind,  to  whom  she  was  a most  generous  benefactor. 
She  collected  the  money  to  open  the  Home  at  her  own  house,  71,  St. 
lifichael's  Hill,  and  was  Hon.  Secretary  for  some  years.  In  1897  the 
Home  was  removed  to  9,  Aberdeen  Road,  Clifton,  the  accommodation 
being  increased.  In  1905  the  Committee  decided  to  purchase  new 
premises  at  9,  Gordon  Road,  Clifton,  and  at  this  address  the  Home  has 
been  established  until  the  present  time. 

In  1918  the  Home  was  approved  b}’  the  Ministry  of  Health.  The 
financial  statement  for  that  year,  however!  showed  a deficit,  and  serious 
financial  difficulties  due  to  the  great  increase  in  the  cost  of  living  during 
the  war  had  to  be  met.  In  response  to  an  appeal  made  by  the  then 
existing  Committee  of  the  Home,  a grant  of  .11300  was  made  by  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind  to  the  Home  in  order  that  it  might  tide 
o\'er  the  crisis. 

Eventually  an  amalgamation  scheme  was  suggested  and  adopted, 
so  that  the  Home  came  under  the  control  and  management  of  the 
National  Institute,  winch  also  took  over  the  whole  of  the  Committee’s 
responsibilities.  The  late  .Sir  Arthur  Pearson,  Bt.,  G.B.E.,  and 
Sir  Washington  Ranger,  D.C.L.,  became  the  trustees  of  the  securities 
in  lieu  of  the  then  e.xisting  trustees. 

The  Clifton  Home  is  now  under  the  management  of  the  Executive 
Council  of  the  National  Institute,  under  the  Chairmanship  of  Cantain 
E.  B.  B.  Towse,  V.C.,  C.B.E. 

Only  necessitous  cases  are  received,  and  the  present  rule  is  that 
inmates  must  be  over  40  years  of  age  and  in  nonnal  health. 

Everything  is  done  to  make  the  lives  of  the  blind  residents  as 
happy  and  as  interesting  as  possible.  Many  of  them  engage  in  snch 
pursuits  as  knitting,  while  an  active  interest  is  taken  by  "them  in  the 
garden,  and  they  are  very  fond  of  music.  Entertainments,  outings  and 
concerts  are  arranged  for  the  women  by  generous  friends.  A visitor  to 
the  Home  feels  at  once  the  happy  effect  which  a good  work,  continued 
harmoniously  and  without  cessation,  has  on  everyone.  The  oldest 
inmate,  7G  years  of  age,  has  been  in  the  Home  for  49  years. 
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The  intention  of  the  founder  was  to  provide  all  the  comforts  and 
peacefulness  of  home  to  necessitous  blind  women.  This  effort  is  being 
continued  under  the  auspices  of  the  National  Institute,  and  considerable 
alterations  have  been  made  during  the  last  few  years  with  a view  to 
rendering  the  occupants  comfortable  and  happy.  Accommodation  is 
provided  for  twelve  blind  women,  and  during  the  period  under  review 
the  Home  has  been  full. 

Since  1920  the  National  Institute  has  expended  .£2,239  18s.  5d.  on 
the  Home,  made  up  as  follows : A grant  of  .£300  in  1920 ; of 
.£1,183  12s.  lid.  in  1921  ; of  .£300  in  1922  ; of  .£97  3s.  Id.  in  1923  ; and 
of  £359  2s.  5d.  in  1924. 

To  all  those  who  have  helped  the  Home  by  personal  service  or  by- 
gifts and  contributions  we  wish  to  record  our  most  grateful  thanks. 

Audited  Statements  of  Account  are  given  on  pages  68-69. 
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HOME  TEACHING  SOCIETY  for  the  BLIND 

Report  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1924 

During  the  year,  the  work  of  the  Society  in  London  and  the 
counties  of  Middlesex,  Essex,  Herts,  Berks,  Surrey,  Kent 
Sussex  and  Hants,  has  been  steadily  maintained.  Thirty-two 
teachers  have  been  employed,  one.  of  whom  is  sighted,  one  partially 
sighted,  and  the  remainder  blind.  They  have  regularly  visited  the 
blind  (usually  once  a fortnight),  giving  instruction  in  the  Braille  and 
Moon  systems  of  reading,  providing  magazines  and  weekly  newspapers 
in  these  systems,  and  exchanging  books ; also  giving  instruction  in  light 
handicrafts  such  as  chair-caning,  basketry,  netting  and  rush  seating. 
Blind  persons  capable  of  earning  a little  towards  their  maintenance 
have  been  reported  to  and  dealt  with  by  the  Home  Industries  Schemes, 
while  those  suitable  for  school  or  institutional  training  have  been  put 
in  t ouch  with  the  appropriate  authorities.  The  teachers  have  also  assisted 
the  blind  in  various  other  ways.  Many  require  help  in  obtaining  the 
old  age  pension  or  pensions  for  which  blind  persons  are  eligible ; others 
need  gifts  of  apparatus,  materials,  clothing,  etc.  ; while  others  are  too 
infirm  to  do  anything  for  themselves  and  greatly  appreciate  the  visits 
of  the  teacher  who  reads  to  them  and  takes  a personal  interest  in  their 
welfare. 

During  the  year  4,400  persons  have  been  visited,  and  61,005  visits 
paid.  Books,  magazines,  and  newspapers  in  the  Braille  and  Moon  types 
to  the  number  of  49,297  have  been  circulated  among  the  blind,  either 
by  the  Home  Teachers  themselves,  or  through  the  post  by  arrangement 
with  the  National  Library  for  the  Blind. 

The  principal  subjects  taught  during  the  year  and  the  numbers 
benefited  are  as  follows  ; — 


Pupils  taught  to  read  Braille 162 

.>  ,,  to  read  Moon  ...  136 

..  to  make  string  bags  ...  ...  90 

i>  >.  cane  seating  ...  63 

■t  I.  to  make  baskets  ...  ...  34 

>.  ..  to  make  wool  rugs  ...  ...  30 

ft  ft  straw  bag  making  ...  ...  24 

ft  ft  rush  seating  ...  ...  ...  ig 

>»  ft  to  knit  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

ti  tf  the  deaf-blind  manual  system  10 

• • It  arithmetic  ...  ...  ...  7 

It  ,t  Braille  music  ...  ...  ...  6 

. raffia  work  ...  ...  ...  7 

It  ..  to  net  ...  ...  3 


Pupils  taught  spelling  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  ,,  typewriting  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  ,,  to  repair  boots  ...  ...  ...  1 

The  above  figures  indicate  the  educational  side  of  the  Society’s 
work  ; it  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  amount  of  pleasure,  profit,  and 
comfort  they  represent. 

Space  prevents  us  from  quoting  numerous  cases  of  the  appreciation 
of  the  Society’s  work,  but  the  two  following  are  typical ; — 

" Mrs.  has  asked  me  to  write  thanking  you  for  the  kind  help  and 

attention  she  has-  received  from  your  institution.  The  books  and  papers  of 
Moon  type  your  representative  brings  her  are  a source  of  very  great  comfort 
and  enjoyment  to  her,  helping  to  pass  many  a weary  hour.  I may  say  it 
has  been  one  of  the  means  of  re-awakening  her  joy  of  life  since  losing  her 
sight  four  years  ago.  I should  like  to  add  my  own  thanks  and  gratitude  to 
the  many  kind  people  to  whom  we  are  indebted.” 

" With  much  regret  I have  to  inform  you  of  the  death  of  Miss  

On  her  death  bed  she  especially  asked  me  to  write  and  thank  your  Society 
for  the  help  and  encouragement  you  gave  her  during  her  last  years.  At  the 
age  of  75,  when  blindness  threatened  her,  you  taught  her  Braille,  which  she 
read  easily  to  the  end  of  her  life  at  83,  and  found  great  comfort  and  profit 
from  it.  She  was  most  grateful  and  wished  you  to  know  this.” 

As  stated  in  previous  reports,  we  are  of  opinion  that  home  teaching 
can  be  more  efficiently  and  economically  carried  on  if  treated  as  a local 
rather  than  a national  work.  Our  policy  has,  therefore,  been  to  transfer 
teachers  wherever  possible  to  approved  local  Societies  lor  the  Blind. 

This  year  the  Berkshire  County  Blind  Society  are  taking 
over  Home  Teacher  J.  Hawley,  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind  making  a grant  to  the  Society  at  the  rate  of  £100  per  annum. 
A similar  arrangement  has  been  made  with  the  Hampshire  Association 
for  the  Care  of  the  Blind,  to  which  Home  Teacher  T.  McKenzie 
has  been  transferred,  and  with  the  Croydon  Voluntarj'  Association  for 
the  Blind,  to  which  Home  Teacher  P.  Ryan  has  been  transferred. 
The  Southampton  Association  for  the  Blind  have  also  entered  into  an 
agreement  with  the  National  Institute,  and  are  retaining  the  services 
of  Home  Teacher  J.  Cope.  Within  the  County  of  London  the  work 
of  home  teaching  is  being  transferred  to  the  Metropolitan  and  Adjacent 
Counties’  Association  for  the  Blind,  in  accordance  with  a scheme 
approved  by  the  London  County  Council. 

Though  reluctant  to  give  up  this  work,  which  has  been  carried  on 
for  so  many  years  by  the  Society,  we  are  convinced  that  it  is  undoubtedly 
for  the  benefit  of  the  blind,  as  close  co-operation  will  take  the  place  of 
overlapping,  while  local  interest  in  the  blind  will  be  engendered. 

The  steady  progress  of  the  Home  Industries  Department  of  the 
National  Institute  has  resulted  in  many  of  the  blind  men  and  women 
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v-isited  by  the  Society’s  teachers  l)eiiig  found  pi  ofttable  home  employment. 
The  value  of  this  department,  which  is  providing  work  where  idleness 
and  tedium  previously  existed,  cannot  be  over  estimated. 

Tlie  accounts  of  the  Society,  which  are  published  in  the  form 
approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  are  appended.*  The  expenditure  for 
the  year  has  amounted  to  £7,485,  including  £fi,503  paid  to  the  blind 
or  expended  directly  for  their  benefit,  while  the  income  has  amounted  to 
£4,506,  leaving  a deficit  of  £2,979.  The  Committee,  therefore,  very 
earnestly  plead  for  an  increase  in  the  subscriptions  and  donations  to 
carry  on  the  beneficent  work  of  the  Society.  They  are  most  grateful  to 
those  who  have  so  kindly  supported  their  efforts  in  the  past,  particularly 
the  Committee  of  Gardner’s  Trust  for  the  Blind  for  their  grant  of  £1 10. 


* See  pages  70-71. 
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THE  MOON  SOCIETY 

{Rff^istered  under  the  Blind  Persons  Actj  1920) 

FOR  EMBOSSING  LITERATURE  FOR  THE  BLIND  IN  THE  MOON  TYPE 

Report  for  the  year  ended  March  31st,  1924 

The  moon  society  is  a branch  of  the  National  Institute  for 
the  Blind,  and  its  object  is  to  emboss  and  circulate  the  Holy 
Scriptures  and  other  books  in  Dr.  Moon’s  type  for  the  blind. 

Moon  type,  invented  by  the  late  Dr.  Moon,  is  a simple  variation  of 
ordinary  Roman  letters.  In  the  Moon  alphabet — as  may  be  seen  from 
the  illustration  facing  page  44 — eight  Roman  letters  are  unaltered,  fourteen 
have  parts  of  the  outline  omitted,  while  five  are  new  but  simple  forms. 
When  these  letters  are  embossed  on  strong  paper  they  can  readily  be 
distinguished  by  fingers  hardened  by  toil  or  rendered  less  sensitive  to 
touch  by  old  age  ; consequently  books  and  periodicals  printed  in  the 
Moon  type  are  a great  blessing  to  those  who  lose  their  sight  in  later 
years  and  are  unable  to  acquire  a knowledge  of  the  far  more  complicated 
Braille  system. 

The  prov'ision  of  literature  through  the  Moon  Society  has  always 
been  an  object  of  main  importance  to  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  and,  as  the  Moon  Societ}''  is  the  only  printer  of  books  in  Moon 
type  in  the  world,  an  endeavour  is  made  to  meet  all  tastes  in  the  works 
selected  for  embossing.  The  Moon  catalogue  includes  in  addition  to 
the  Holy  Scripture  in  59  volumes,  biography,  educational  books,  essays 
and  belles  letlres,  fiction,  works  in  foreign  languages,  poetry  and  drama, 
travel  and  adventure,  and  religious  and  devotional  books.  There  are 
also  two  periodicals  published  in  the  Moon  type,  namely,  the  Moon 
Magazine,  a monthly,  containing  short  stories,  articles  and  informative 
paragraphs,  and  the  Aloon,  a weekly  newspaper. 

The  latter  is  an  innovation  which  is  meeting  with  very  considerable 
success.  Prior  to  the  issue  of  the  first  number  in  January  of  the  present 
year,  it  had  been  felt  by  all  those  in  connection  with  the  aged  blind 
throughout  the  English-speaking  world  that  there  was  a great  need  for 
a newspaper  printed  in  the  Moon  tj'pe,  which  would  keep  those  blind 
people  who  could  not  avail  themselves  of  the  Braille  Mail  {the  National 
Institute  s weekly  newspaper  in  Braille  type)  in  touch  with  affairs  of 
the  day.  Heretofore  the  majorit}'  of  blind  men  and  women  have  been 
entirely  dependent  upon  a reader  for  acquaintance  with  the  world’s  news, 
and  in  many  cases  old  blind  people  have  been  found  cut  off  completely 
from  a knowledge  of  all  that  is  going  on  around  them . Even  if  occasionally 
they  found  someone  to  read  to  them,  more  often  than  not  the  news  was 
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hopelessly  out  of  date,  while  to  endeavour  to  follow  a lucid  and  continuous 
train  of  ideas  from  such  desultory  reading  was  an  impossibility.  To  such 
blind  people  the  new  newspaper  has  well  been  describe<l  as  a light  shining 
in  a dark  place. 

Owing  to  the  large  amount  of  space  occupied  by  the  Moon  tN'pe, 
news  has  to  be  presented  in  a very  concise  form.  This,  at  times,  is  a 
blessing  in  disguise,  as  the  reader  of  the  Moon  has  presented  to  him  the 
news  and  nothing  but  the  news,  without  comment  or  unnecessary  padding. 
The  process  of  selection  is  very  thorough,  and  the  method  of  arrangement 
enables  the  reader  to  follow  week  by  week  the  principal  events  in  current 
history.  Some  idea  of  the  method  adopted  can  be  gathered  from  the 
following  extract  from  the  first  issue  of  the  new  paper  : — 

HOME. — Political  Situation. — Macdonald  suspecting  attempt  to  keep 
Labour  Party  from  office,  appeals  for  fair  play  ; Labour  ready  for  office  ; 
rumoured  Liberal  desire  for  fusion  ; stated  Baldwin  may  meet  Conservative 
Party  ; King’s  speech  to  include  system  of  public  insurance  ; stated  that 
Prime  Minister  will  advise  King  to  summon  leader  who  moves  vote  of  censure 
on  Government  ; Maxton,  I.abour  M.P.,  states  wealth  should  be  socially 
owned.  Sir  A.  Greedy  to  be  Permanent  Under-Secretary  for  ^Var  ; Frank  B. 
Kellogs,  new  U.S.  Ambassador,  arrives  at  Plymouth,  . . . 

BRITISH  EMPIRE. — Irish  Free  State. — Strike  of  Queenstown  dockers. 
Canada. — Open  preference  to  be  proposed  to  Australasian  Prime  Minister  ; 
expected  movement  of  gold  prospectors  in  Quebec.  . . . 

IXTERNATIOXAL. — Reparations. — German  proposals  laid  before  Poin- 
care ; notes  to  other  capitals  ; Paris  criticises  British  publication  of  note  ; 
British  representatives  to  regard  question  from  business  standpoint  only. 
Draft  of  alliance  between  France  and  Czecho-Slovakia  prepared.  . . . 

FOREIGN. — France. — Loss  of  giant  dirigible  Dixmude  off  Sicily,  no 
wreckage,  Sicilian  fishermen  claim  to  have  seen  crash  to  sea  in  flames.  Finance 
Bill  passed  in  Chamber  by  large  majority,  victory  for  Poincare.  Germany. — 
Extravagant  New  Year  Festivity  preparations  in  Berlin.  Self-determination 
movement  growing  in  Rhineland,  possible  plebiscite.  Italy. — Pope  approves 
erection  of  Vatican  broadcast  station.  Spain. — Military  Directorate  strength- 
ened by  Roj’al  visit  to  Italy.  Communist  revolutionary  plot  discovered. 
Russia. — Distrust  among  Communist  leaders  at  Moscow  growing  daily. 
Grand  Duke  Cyril,  cousin  of  late  Czar,  secretly  crowned  Czar  in  Paris  and 
Ministry  formed.  . . . 

DEATHS. — Lord  Henley,  diplomatist  ; Sir  J.  H.  Kaye  ; Prof.  T.  F. 
Henderson  ; Rt.  Hon.  L.  V'aldron  ; Ale.xandre  Eiffel,  constructor  of  Eiffel 
Tower  ; Bishop  Chadwick  ; General  Buat,  French  Chief  of  Staff.  . . . 

LATEST  NEWS. — New  Year  Honours  ; Lord  Inchcape  becomes  Viscount; 
SirC.  Darling,  SirF.  Banbury,  SirH.  Jessel  receive  baronies  ; broadcast  message 
from  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  calls  for  New  Year  Service  and  sacrifice.  , . . 

The  first  issue  of  the  Moon  was  very  favourablj^  received  in  the 
Press,  and  we  have  pleasure  in  giving  below  a few  extracts  from  the 
reviews  received : — 

" The  first  issue  of  the  remarkable  newspaper  published  by  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind,  the  Moon,  is  before  us.  Although  made  up  in  six 
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large  pages,  measuring  II  in.  by  14  in.  in  actual  matter,  the  Moon  is  the 
smallest  newspaper  in  the  world,  consisting  of  only  760  words. 

Daily  Telegraph 

'■  Strange  as  it  may  seem,  there  are  many  blind  people  in  out-of-the-way 
districts  who  are  absolutely  cut  off  from  the  world  s news.  Accordingly, 
from  all  over  England,  from  many  parts  of  the  British  Empire,  from  the 
United  States  and  the  Continent,  eager  inquiries  as  to  the  newspaper  have 
been  received,  and  there  is  every  sign  that  the  newspaper  wdl  be  most  warmly 
welcomed  throughout  the  English-speaking  world  by  the  blind.” 

Methodist  Times 

" Such  a paper  as  the  Moon  has  long  been  greatly  needed,  especially 
among  the  aged  blind,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  public  will  welcome  and 
support  the  venture.”  Daily  Chronicle 

••  One  need  only  imagine  how  lost  a man  or  woman  would  be  without 
a newspaper  to  feel  sure  that  this  effort  to  provide  the  blind — especially  the 
a^'cd  blind  and  the  deaf  blind  who  e.vist  in  a state  of  darkness  inconceivable 
to  us — with  what  must  be  recognised  as  a necessity,  will  receive  sympathetic 
and  generous  assistance.”  Oxford  Times 

■'  Posterity  will  be  entitled  to  cast  many  censures  upon  our  own 
generation,  but  it  will  not  be  able  to  reproach  us  with  callousness  towards 
the  blind.  The  latest  instance  of  the  nation's  right  mindedness  and  good 
heartedness  in  this  matter  lies  before  us  in  the  shape  of  a weekly  newspaper, 
the  Moon.  ...  It  will  be  the  greatest  possible  boon  to  thousands  of  blind 
men  and  women  who  lack  the  good  offices  of  educated  friends  to  read  the 
ordinary  papers  aloud.”  Tablet 

” To  the  patient,  silent  public  who  sit  in  darkness  1924  brinp  a welcome 
gift  in  the  form  of  a weekly  journal,  the  Moon.  ...  It  is  a pithy  epitome 
of  the  world  news  of  the  week.”  7 he  Lady 

■'  We  wish  the  Moon  every  success.  It  is  worthy  of  every  encouragement 
for  the  value  of  its  object  can  hardly  be  over-estimated.”  Spectator 

Hundreds  of  copies  of  the  Moon  are  now  being  distributed  each 
week  to  subscribers  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  The  newspaper  is  sold  at 
2d.  per  copj'  post  free,  although  the  production  cost  of  each  copy  is  6d. 
An  appeal  was  made  when  the  first  number  was  issued  for  funds  to  cot'cr 
annual  subscriptions  to  the  paper  for  those  blind  people  who  could  not 
afford  to  subscribe  themselves.  To  those  who  responded  to  this  appeal 
we  are  deeply  grateful. 

During  the  past  year  the  production  of  the  Moon  Society  has  been 
as  follows  : — 


Plate  production  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,535 

Book  production — 

Volumes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,701 

Pamphlets  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,349 

Magazines  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,048 

Newspapers  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,859 

Alphabets,  reading  cards,  etc.  ...  ...  22,313 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  9,398 
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Moon  magazine 


im 


A Lin o - ^o I isi : n 

A LIGHT  SHINING 

I nI  a Dan<  ^LaCT.. 

IN  A DARK  PLACE. 

The  "Moon  Ma^avne'and  [he'Moon'a  weekly  newspaper,  are 
puSlishec/'by  fheMoon  Society,  a branch  oTlhe Hahona!  Institute 
For  iheBUnd  and  panted  in  the  Floon  embossed  type  This  as 
can  be  seen  from  the  specimen  given,  is  a simple  variation  of 
ordinary  Roman  typejand is  specially  suitable  for  theaged blind. 


Tliese  figures  show  a considerable  increase  in  the  output  of  volumes 
and  pamphlets,  this  year’s  figures  making  totals  of  4,701  bound  volumes 
and  40,967  magazines,  pamphlets,  etc.,  compared  with  last  year’s  totals 
of  3,451  and  36,647  respectively. 

We  regret  that  it  has  been  necessary  to  withdraw  a few  old  works 
from  the  catalogue  owing  to  the  plates  being  worn  out.  Due  notice 
was  given  to  all  interested,  but  as  the  demand  was  small  we  presume 
that  the  greatest  need  to-day  is  for  new  publications. 

All  books  published  by  the  Moon  Society  are  sold  at  75  per  cent, 
reduction  of  cost  price  to  the  blind  in  this  country,  at  a 50  per  cent, 
reduction  to  the  blind  in  other  parts  of  the  British  Empire,  and  at  cost 
price  to  the  blind  in  foreign  countries.  A great  many  volumes  are  given 
away  free,  and  included  amongst  these  are  gifts  to  free  circulating 
libraries  for  the  blind,  amounting  in  number  to  1,198,  and  in  value 
to  £867  16s.  Od.,  during  the  period  under  review. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  since  the  foundation  of  the  Moon 
Society  in  1847  to  the  present  time,  167,834  book  plates  and  507,120 
v'olumes  and  pamphlets  in  Moon  type  have  been  produced  by  the 
■Society. 

To  the  many  generous  subscribers  and  contributors  to  the  work 
of  the  Moon  Society  we  wish  to  express  our  sincerest  thanks. 

Audited  Statements  of  Account  are  given  on  pages  72-74. 
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STATEMENTS  OF  ACC0U;NT 

For  the  Year  ended  31st  March,  1924 


National  Institute  for  the  Blind  : 

Leeds  Embossed  Book  Fund 
Bailey  Bequest 
Salomon  Bequest 

Charles  Dickens  Home,  Bannow,  St.  Leonards 
Blind  Women’s  Home,  Brighton 
Guest  House  for  the  Aged  Blind,  Hoole  Bank,  Chestei 
Residential  Club  for  Blind  Women,  London 
Home  for  Blind  Babies,  Chorley  Wood,  Herts 
Home  for  Blind  Babies,  Southport,  Lancs 
Chorley  Wood  College 
Massage 

Home  Industries 
Publications 
General  Charity  Fund 
Balance  Sheet 

Greater  London  Fund  : 

Receipts  and  Payments 

Clifton  Home  for  Blind  Women,  Bristol : 
Income  and  Expenditure 
Balance  Sheet 

Home  Teaching  Society  for  the  Blind  : 

Income  and  Expenditure 
Balance  Sheet 

Moon  Society  ; 

Publications 
General  Charity  Fund 
Balance  Sheet 
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By  Interest  on  £10,000  5%  National  War  Bonds, 

To  Publications  z\ccount,  Braille  Production  ...  £500  0 0 1927  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £500 


CHARLES  DICKENS  HOME,  BANNOW,  ST.  LEONARDS 
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BLIND  WOMEN’S  HOME,  BRIGHTON 
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i;i,499  8 5 £1,499 


GUEST  HOUSE  FOR  THE  AGED  BLIND,  HOOLE  BANK,  CHESTER 
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RESIDENTIAL  CLUB  FOR  BLIND  WOMEN,  LONDON 
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HOME  FOR  BLIND  BABIES.  CHORLEY  WOOD,  HERTS 
Account  for  the  Year  ended  31st  March,  1924 
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HOME  FOR  BLIND  BABIES,  SOUTHPORT,  LANCS 
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CHORLEY  WOOD  COLLEGE 
(FOR  GIRLS  WITH  LITTLE  OR  NO  SIGHT). 
Account  for  the  Year  ended  31st  March,  1924 
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£5,118  11 


For  the  Year  ended  31st  March,  1924 
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HOME  INDUSTRIES  ACCOUNT 
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GENERAL  CHARITY  FUND  ACCOUNT 
For  the  Year  ended  31st  March,  1924 
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Carried  forward  5.093  4 4 94,831  14  0 | Carried  forward  £150.518  14 
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lughtforward  502  16  6 132,242  3 2 Brought  forward  150,518  14 
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BALANCE  SHEET,  GENERAL  ACCOUNT 
31st  March,  1924 


£,  s.  d.  £ 

To  Leeds  Embossed  Book  Fund — 

Cash  in  hand  at  31st  March,  1923...  Ill  16  11 
Balance  from  General  Charity 

Fund  Account  ...  ...  10  10  1 

]22 


Charles  Dickens  Home,  Bannow, 

St.  Leonards — 

Cash  in  hand  at  31st  March,  1924 
(Balance  from  Home  Account) . . . 

Blind  Babies  Fund — 

Transfer  from  General  Charity 
Fund.  Legacies  for  Investment... 

Sundry  Creditors  and  Credit 
Balances  ... 

Capital  Account  for  General 
Purposes — 

Balance  at  31st  March,  1923  ...50,431  17  4 

/-css  Transfer  to 
Capital  Account 
for  Investments 
specifically  appro- 
priated   1,553  17  6 

Transfer  to  Ac- 
cumulated Funds  10,128  14  0 

11,682  11  6 


9 

145 

4,938 


38,749 


s.  d. 


1 0 

3 10 

0 0 

4 7 


5 10  ! 


I 


Capital  Account  for  Investments 
specifically  appropriated — 

Balance  at  31st  March.  1923  ...19,481  7 1 

Transfer  from  Capital  Account  for 
General  Purposes  (Mary  Shaw 
Bequest)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,553  17  6 

— 21,035  4 7 


Capital  Account  for  Endowments  11,357  8 9 1 

Blind  Babies  Fund  Endowments  — 

Balance  at  31st 

March,  1923  ...  1,608  1 3 

Add  Hornshaw 

Endowment  ...  1,020  0 0 

Miss  Vaughan 

Chapman  ...  100  0 0 

1,120  0 0 

— — 2,728  1 3 

Capital  Account  for  General 
Purposes — 

Blind  Babies  Fund  10  0 0 


I 


Capital  Account  for  Building  and 
Equipment  - 

Balance  at  31st  March.  1923  ...75,608  1 2 

J-css  Transter  to  Accumulated 

f ^ 


£ s.  d.  £ s.  d. 

By  Cash  at  Bank  and  in  Hand  ...  ...  21,285  3 5 

Cash  at  Bank — Leeds  Embossed  Book 

Fund ...  122  7 0 

Charles  Dickens  Home, 

Bannow,  St.  Leonards  9 3 |0 


Cash  on  Deposit 

Investments  for  General  Purposes — 

Freehold  Houses  and  Ground  Rents — 

Balance,  31st  March,  1923  29,721  15 

J,css  Sold  : 

Ground  Rents  ...  ...  4,016  0 0 

Freehold  Property  ...  900  0 0 

4,916  0 


Leasehold  Houses-  - 
Balance,  31st  March, 

1923  4,378  2 

Less  written  oft  ...  434  12 


21,416  14  3 
8,721  17  5 
30,138  11 


5 


0 

— 24,805  15  5 


6 

1 


8 


Investments — 

5%  War  Stock,  1929/47 


3,943  10  5 

10,000  0 0 


Investments  specifically  appropriated-  - 
3%  Local  Loan,  Bailey  Bequest... 

5%  National  War  Bonds — Salomon 
Ilequest 

Mary  Shaw  Bequest — 

London  & North  Eastern  Rly.  Deferred 
Ordinary  Stock 

London  & North  Eastern  Rly.  5%  Pre- 
ferred Ordinary  Stock  .. . 

London  & North  Eastern  Rly.  4% 
Second  Preference  Stock 
Metropolitan  Rly.  Consolidated  Stock  ... 
Metropolitan  Rly.  Surplus  Land  Stock  . . . 
Globe  Telegraph  & Trust  Co.  6% 
Cumulative  Preference  Stock 
Globe  Telegraph  & Trust  Co.  Ordinary^ 
Stock  ... 


38,749 

9,881  7 1 

9,600  0 0 


40 

12 

0 

123 

5 

0 

264 

12 

6 

214 

5 

0 

108 

18 

0 

247 

5 

0 

555 

0 

0 

Investments  : Endowments — 

Hornshaw  Endowment — 5%  War  Stock, 

1929/47  

Sir  Alfred  Jones  Trust  & Estate  Co.,  Ltd. 
Sir  Arthur  Pearson  Memorial  Fund — 
85%  Conversion  Loan 
5%  Great  Western  Rly.  Guaranteed 
Stock 

5%  Great  Western  Rly.  Preference  Stock 
4%  London  Midland  &.  Scottish  Rl}’. 
Preference  Stock 

4%  London  Midland  & Scottish  Rly. 
Debenture  Stock 

4%  London  & North  Eastern  Rly. 
Second  Preference  Stock 

3%  Local  Loan  ...  

5%  War  Stock,  1929/47  


1,553  17  6 

21,035 

I 017  11  0 

1,000  0 0 


2,8-3!  1 0 

1,100  15  9 

1,076  3 3 

851  7 1 

427  4 0 

84  4 9 9 
276  0 0 
1,932  16  11 

9,339  17  9 


Investments  : Endowments,  Blind  Babies  Fund — 

Sorby,  T.  G.,  Esq.— 3%  Local  Loan  

Edwards,  Mrs.  A.  R.— 5%  National  War  Bonds,  1928 
Spiers,  Miss  A.  D,— SJf,  National  War  Bonds,  1928  .. 

Block,  Mrs.  Lucy— ST'-o  E.vchequcr  Bonds  

Sundav  League — 5%  Wo.r  Stock,  1929/47 
Hornshaw  Endowment— 5%  War  Stock,  1 929/47 
Chapman,  Miss  Vaughan — Cash  for  Investment 


107 

14 

3 

477 

10 

0 

477 

10 

0 

497 

10 

0 

47 

17 

0 

1,020 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

J 1,357 


2,728 


Investments  for  General  Purposes — 
Blind  Babies  Fund — 

National  War  Bonds,  1927 
Building  and  Equipment — 

Balance,  31st  March,  1923 
/.css  written  off 

Plant  as  at  3 1 st  March,  1 923 
Additions,  less  Sales 


Less  Deiireciation 

Furniture  and  Equipment 
Balance,  31st  March,  1923 
Additions, /ess  Sales 


Less  Depreci.ation 


10 


. 62,073 

11 

7 

. 10,903 

11 

7 

, 4,360 

15 

1 

157 

0 

0 

4,517 

15 

1 

451 

15 

6 

. 7,516 

8 

6 

63 

5 

0 

7,579 

13 

6 

378 

19 

S 

51,170  0 0 


4,065  19  7 


5 10 


4 7 


8 9 


1 3 
0 0 


Capital  Account  for  Investments 
specifically  appropriated  — 

Balance  at  31st  March.  1923  ...19,481  7 I 

Transfer  from  Capital  Account  fur 
General  Purposes  (Mary  Shaw 
Bcquc.st)  ...  ...  ...  •••  1.S53  17  ti 

21,035  4 7 


Capital  Account  for  Endowments  11,357  8 9 i 

Blind  Babies  Fund  Endowments  - 
Balance  at  3 1st 

March,  1923  ...  1,608  1 3 

Add  Hornshaw 

Endowment  ...  1,020  0 0 

Miss  Vaughan 

Chapman  ...  100  0 0 

1,120  0 0 

2,728  1 3 

Capital  Account  for  General 
Purposes — 

Blind  Babies  Fund  10  0 0 1 


Capital  Account  for  Building  and 
Equipment — 

Balance  at  31st  March,  1923  ...75,608  1 2 

Less  Transfer  to  Accumulated 

Funds  11,514  1 9 

64,093  19  5 


1 


Capital  Account  for  Building  and 
Equipment,  Blind  Babies  Fund — 

Balance  at  31st  March,  1923  ...13,425  3 II 

Transfer  from  .\ccumulatcd  Funds  4,818  4 2 

18,213  8 1 

St.  Dunstan’s  Capital  Account — 

Investments  held  in  Trust  31 /3/23  4,793  4 8 

Transferred  to  St,  Dunstan’s  ...  4,793  4 8 

Loan  Account  on  New  Building, 

204i-6,  Great  Portland  Street — 

Balance  at  3 1st  March,  1923  ...70,348  9 5 

Repaid  (secured  on  mortgage  of 

Property,  Great  Portland  Street)  2,600  0 0 

— 67,748  9 5 


Capital  Account,  Chorley  Wood 

College  ...  .' 350  0 0 

Capital  Account  for  Charles 
Dickens  Home,  liannow,  St. 
l.eonards-  - 

'rriniHfer  [vom  yVce\i„i\iln  t T.'i.n,!., 


i.wnx,  i.,.,,,,.;.  . . . 

5%  National  War  Bonds  - Salomon 
lieciuest 

Mary  Shaw  Bequest — 

London  & North  Eastern  Kly.  Di  fcrreil 
Ordinary  Stock 

London  & North  Eastern  Rly.  5%  Pre- 
ferred Ordinary  Stock  .. . 

I.ondon  & North  Eastern  Kly.  4% 
Second  Preference  Stock 
Metropolitan  Rly.  Con.solidated  Stock  ... 
Metropolitan  Rly.  Surplus  Land  Stock  . . . 
Globe  Telegraph  ft  Trust  Co.  6% 
Cunndative  Preference  Stock 
Globe  Telcgra])h  ft  Trust  Co.  Ordinary" 
Stock 

Investments  : Endowments— 
Hornshaw  Endowment- 
1929/47 

Sir  Alfred  Jones  Trust  ft  Estate  Co.,  Ltd. 
Sir  Arthur  Pearson  Memorial  Fund — 
65%  Conversion  Loan 
5%  Great  Western  Rly.  Guaranteed 
Stock 

5%  Great  Western  Rly.  Preference  Stock 
4%  London  Midland  ft  Scottish  Rly. 
Preference  Stock 

4%  London  Midland  ft  Scotti.sh  Rly'. 
Debenture  Stock 

4%  London  ft'  North  Eastern  Rly. 

Second  Preference  Stock 
3%  Local  Loan 

5%  War  Stock,  1929/47  


9,600  0 0 


40 

12 

0 

123 

5 

0 

264 

12 

6 

214 

5 

0 

108 

18 

0 

247 

5 

0 

.555 

0 

0 

1 ,553 

17 

1,017 

11 

1.000 

0 

2.83! 

1 

0 

1,100 

15 

9 

1,076 

3 

3 

851 

7 

1 

427 

4 

0 

844 

9 

9 

276 

0 

0 

1,932 

16 

11 

Investments  for  General  Purposes- 
Blind  Babies  Fund — 

National  War  Bonds,  1927 
Building  and  Equipment — 
Balance,  3Ist  March,  1923 
Less  written  off 

Plant  as  at  31st  March,  1923 
Additions, /css  Sales 


Less  Deirreciation 

Furniture  and  Equipment- 
Balance,  31st  March,  1923 
Additions,  less  Sales 


Less  Depreciation 

Organ — Balance,  31st  March,  1923 

Blind  Babies  Fund,  Buliding  and 
Equipment--- 

Sunshine  House,  Choriey  Wood,  Free- 
hold 

Balance,  31stMarch,  1923 
Furniture  and  Equipment — 

Balance  at  31st  March,  1923 
Additions 


, 62,073 

II 

7 

. 10,903 

11 

7 

. 4,360 

15 

1 

157 

0 

0 

4,517 

15 

1 

451 

15 

6 

. 7,516 

8 

6 

63 

5 

0 

7,579 

13 

6 

378 

19 

8 

3,285  13  6 
16  5 0 

3,30!  IS  6 
165  1 II 


6 


21,035  4 7 


9,339  17  9 


Investments  : Endowments,  Blind  Babies  Fund — 

Sorby,  T.  G.,  E.sq. — 3%  Local  Loan  ...  ...  ...  107  14  3 

Edwards,  Mrs.  A.  R. — 5%  National  War  Bonds,  1928  477  10  0 

Spiers,  Miss  A.  D. — 5“/,  National  War  Bonds,  1928  ...  477  10  0 

Block,  Mrs.  Lucy — 5f%  E.vchequer  Bonds  497  10  0 

Sunday  League — 5%  War  Stock,  1929/47  ...  ...  47  17  0 

Hornshaw  Endowment — 5%  W'ar  Stock,  1929/47  ...  1,020  0 0 

Chapman,  Miss  Vaughan — Ca.sh  for  Investment  ...  100  0 0 


•11,357  8 9 


2,728  1 3 


10  0 0 


51,170  0 0 


4,065  19  7 


7,200  13  10 
1 ,657  6 0 


-64,093  19  5 


5,655  6 10 


Less  Depreciation 

Sunshine  House,  Southport,  Free- 
hold— 

Balance  at  3Ist  March,  1923  Z 

Alterations  and  Improvements  ...  ...  2.386  2 8 

Furniture  and  Equipment 

St.  Dunstan’s  Investments,  as  per  contra — 

5%  War  Stock.  1929/47  

Transferred  to  St.  Dunstan's 

New  Building,  204-6,  Great  Portland  Street- 

Balance  at  31st  March,  1923  

Less  written  off  ... 

Mortgages — 

Balance  at  3 1st  .March,  1923  

Repaid  ...  • ■■  

Furniture,  Fixtures  and  Equipment  at  Branches, 
Homos  and  Hostels,  and  Motor  Cars  at  Branches 

Balance  at  3Isl  March,  1923  

Additions 


. 3,136 

16 

7 

r 

: 

- 6.870 

6 

3 

2.. 580 

18 

5 

18,243 

8 

1 

4,793 

4 

8 

4,793 

4 

8 

62,006 

4 

0 

12,006 

•t 

0 

— - 

— 50,000 

0 

0 

5.873 

15 

0 

3,866 

5 

0 

2,007 

10 

0 

12  215 

0 

1 

1,393 

1 1 

7 

iLquipiiieiii  - 

IJalaiicc  at  31st  March,  1923  ...75,608  1 2 

Less  Transfer  to  .\ccuimilatcil 

Funds  11,514  1 9 

— —64,093  19  5 


Less  Depreciation 

Organ  Balance,  31.st  March,  11 

Blind  Babies  Fund,  Build! 
Equipment — 

Sunshine  House,  Chorley  Woi 
hold — 

Balance,  31st  March,  1923 
Furniture  and  Equipment — 
Balance  at  31st  March,  1923 
Additions 


Capital  Account  for  Building  and 
Equipment,  Blind  Babies  Fund — 

Balance  at  3ist  March,  1923  ...13,425  3 11 

Transfer  from  Accumulated  Funds  4,818  4 2 

— 18,243  8 1 

St.  Dunstan’s  Capital  Account — 

Investments  held  in  Trust  31 /3/23  4,793  4 8 

Transferred  to  St.  Dunstan’s  ...  4,793  4 8 


Loan  Account  on  New  Building, 

204-6,  Great  Portland  Street — 

Balance  at  3 1st  March,  1923  ...70,348  9 5 

Repaid  (secured  on  mortgage  of 

Property.  Great  Portland  Street)  2,600  0 0 

— 67,748  9 5 

Capital  Account,  Chorley  Wood 
College  

Capital  Account  for  Charles 
Dickens  Home,  Bannow,  St. 

Leonards — 

Transfer  from  .Accumulated  Funds 

Accumidated  Funds — 

Balance  at  31st 

March,  1923  ..,  50,070  0 3 

Less  Transfer  to 
Capital  Accounts  : 

Blind  Babies  Fund, 

Building  and 
Equipment  ...  4,818  4.  2 

Charles  Dickens 
Home,  Bannow, 

St.  Leonards  ...  499  1 6 

5,317  5 8 


44,752  14  7 

Add  Transfer  from 
Capital  .Accounts  : 

General  Purposes  10,128  14  0 
Building  and 

Equipment  ...  11,514  1 9 

21,642  15  9 

Balance  of  General 
Charity  Fund 

Account  ...  ...  1,610  18  9 

— 68,006  9 1 

(Included  in  this  figure  is 

£7,313  10s.  6d.  on  account  of 
Blind  Babies  Fund.) 


350  0 0 


499  1 6 


Less  Depreciation 

Sunshine  House,  Southpor 
hold— 

Balance  at  31st  March,  1923 
Alterations  and  Improvements 

Furniture  and  Equipment 

St.  Dunstan’s  Investments,  a 
5%  War  Stock,  1929/47  ... 
Transferred  to  St.  Dunstan’s 

New  Building,  204-6,  Great  1 
Balance  at  3 1 st  March,  1 923 
Less  written  off 

Mortgages — 

Balance  at  31st  Ma.rch,  1923 
Repa.id 

Furniture,  Fixtures  and  Equ 
Hotnes  and  Hostels,  and  M 
Balance  at  31st  March,  1923 
Additions 


Less  Depreciation. . . 

Livestock — 

Chorley  Wood  College 
Sunshine  House,  Chorley  Wooc 

Guest  House  for  Aged  Blind,  I 
Balance  at  31st  March,  1923 
Additions 


Less  written  off 

Chorley  Wood  College,  Invcs 
3%  India  Stock  ... 

Charles  Dickens  Home,  Banni 
Furniture  and  Equipment 

Home  Industries — 

Deposit  on  Motor  Van  ... 
Furniture  and  Fixtures 

Stock  valued  by  Officials  of 
I’ublications  Account 
Printing,  Propaganda,  Stationc 
Home  Industries 
Electrical  and  Engineering 

Sundry  Debtors  and  Debit  B 


(t't«  rt  d 


Receipts  and  Payments  for  the  Year  ended  31st  March,  1924 
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Rents,  Rates,  Taxes 
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G.  F.  Mowatt  1 Joint  Honorary  Treasurers  oj  the 

A.  J.  W.  Kitchin  f National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 

We  have  examined  the  above  Account  with  the  books  and  vouchers  of  the  Fund,  and  certify  the  same  to  be  in 
accordance  therewith,  and  in  our  opinion  correct.  JACKSON,  PIXLEY  & Co., 

58.  Coleman  Street,  E.C.  2.,  11th  June.  1924.  Chartered  Accountants.  Auditors. 


CLIFTON  HOME  FOR  BLIND  WOMEN,  BRISTOL 
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Chartered  Accountants, 

Auditors. 


HOME  TEACHING  SOCIETY  FOR  THE  BLIND 
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Grants  : 

Croydon  Branch  ...  ...  200 

Colchester  Home  Teaching 

Society  ...  ...  ...  75 
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MOON  SOCIETY 

Publications  Account  for  the  Year  ended  31st  March,  1924 
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General  Charity  Fund  Account  for  the  Year  ended  31st  March,  1924 
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£597  11  10 


Balance  Sheet,  31st  March,  1924 
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Printed  by  Herbert  & Menus,  20,  Bucklcrsbury.  K.C.4. 


Subscribers  are  invited  to  sign,  detach,  and  return  to  the  NATIONAI.  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND, 
224-6-8  Great  Portland  Street,  W.  1,  the  annexed  Bankers'  Order  for  the  payment  of  their  Annual 
Subscription.  In  tliis  way  all  future  trouble  in  renewing  the  payment  is  avoided,  and  the  Bankers  will  pay 
the  amount  direct  without  further  order. 

This  Order  can  be  withdrawn  at  any  time. 


BANKERS’  ORDER. 


Dale  f't 

Xante  of  Hankers 

llraneh 

io  th.  Accon.i  unkc  IRational  3itetitutc  for  tbc  ffilinb,  u!  THE 

\\  ES'l  MIESTKE  A'.tAA,  Lid.  ( IlarU-v  Street  Branch.  154  llartey  Street,  tl . I j,  my  Subet  riptivn 
of  - noiet  and  conlhme  to  pay  the  awount 

yearly  on  the  /si  oj  in  each  year  unlil  furiher  noiiei\  leilhoui 

appliealion. 


Signature 

. iddress 


Place 

/'or 

Stamp. 


7.9 


To  the  Hoii.  Treasurers  of  the 

NATIONAI.  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Retfisteted  under  the  BUnd  I’cr>nii«;  Act,  i9?o» 

224,  226  & 228  GREAT  PORTLAND  STREET,  I.ONDON,  W.  1 

I have  pleasure  in  assisting  the  above  Institute  in  the  following  manner: — 
Annual  Subscription  ....  ....  : ; 

Annual  Subscription  increased  bv  ; ; 

Donation  ....  ....  ....  ....  : ; 

S : : 

Enclosed,  please  find  value 

I Name) 

I Pleasi*  Slate  whetlier  Mr.,  Mrs.,  Miss,  etc.) 

(.^d  dress) 


Cheques  should  he  made  payable  to  the  " National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  " and  crossed  " The  Westminster  Bank,  Ltd.  " 


jfavm  d %ti]xust 


The  following  Fonn  of  Bequest  is  lecoiumended  to  those  who 
may  be  desirous  of  assisting  the  Institute  by  way  of  Legacies. 


T give  and  beeiueath  to  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
224-6-8  Great  Portland  Street,  London,  Wh  i,  the  sum  of 

free  of  Duty,  to  be  applied  for  the  general  purposes  of  the  said 
Institute,  the  receipt  of  the  Treasurer  for  the  time  being  of  the 
said  Institute  to  be  a good  discharge  for  such  Legacy. 


.\.B.— By  the  Mortmain  and  Charitable  Uses  Act,  1891,  Property  of  all  kinds, 
including  Land  of  any  tenure',  and  also  Money  lent  on  Mortgage  and  the 
securities  therefor,  may  now  lawfully  be  given  to  Charitable  Institutions  by  Will. 


